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��
February 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hard to think of Spring Lion events with snow on the ground and cold winter winds, but I encourage 
fellow Lions to attend our District and State Conventions.  A great deal of planning and work is being 
done to insure a learning experience and fellowship with other active Lions. 
 
This year’s District Convention will be held in Muskegon April 9-11 with the Friday night theme of 
HALLOWEEN IN APRIL!!!  This is a great opportunity to meet new people from other Lions Clubs in 
our District.   
 
Our State Convention will be held May 21-23 at Mission Point Resort on Mackinac Island.  Having a 
strong turnout from our District is important because our District’s PCC Gary Anderson from Grand 
Rapids is running for International Director and needs our support. 
 
Clubs need to continue to work on retention of current members and add new members.  If 11C1 is not at 
or above 1,250 members on April 30, our District will not have a candidate to be presented and run at the 
State Convention in May. 
 
I have noticed in my monthly membership reports, there are a number of clubs that are not current with 
their reports.  Club Presidents and Secretaries should make these reports a high priority.  This is why I am 
asking all Club Presidents and Secretaries to hold their membership numbers through April 30 and add 
new members whenever possible. 
 
In the next three months I would like to visit all clubs that I haven’t visited since I took office in July, 
2009.  If you don’t contact me at lionbobmi@aol.com, I will be contacting you. 
 
This year’s Michigan Lions Forum will be held in Lansing on February 20 at the Ramada Inn at 75-1 W. 
Saginaw Hwy, Lansing.  Registration is $35, received before Feb. 15, and $40 after that date.  This 
includes lunch. 
 
We are still looking for Lions who are interested in being part of the Club Excellence Program.  Our 
District 11C1 and 11A2 are the only Districts in the state that will be part of the first introduction of the 
new program.  The first training will take place Saturday, February 27, at the State office.  Each District 
needs 4 to 6 members and those interest in being a part of this program, please contact me at 
lionbobmi@aol.com 
 
Yours in Lionism – Governor Bob 
 

 

“Continue to Build” www.lionsofmi11c1.org    

THE PULSE OF DISTRICT 11-C1 
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Governor’s Travels 

    DATE                    VISITATION/EVENT 

 
February 2                  Region I Meeting – Grand Haven 
February 3                  Sparta Visitation 
February 4                  MonaShores/Musk. Heights Visitation 
February 11                Rockford Special Event 
February 20                Michigan Forum – Lansing 
February 24                Muskegon Eastside Visitation 
February 27                Club Excellence – State Office – Lansing 

March 2                       Otsego Club Visit 
March 5-6                    Council of Governors – Lansing 
March 9                       Holland Visitation 
March 11                     Rockford Special Event 
March 13                     Cabinet Meeting, - at ABVI – Grand Rapids 
March 16                     Nashville Visitation 
March 21-26                Business Travel 
March 30                     Martin Visistation 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

CLUB EXCELLENCE PROCESS TRAINING  
 

LCI has developed a pilot program for creating club excellence.  
Our District as well as 11A2 have been chosen to be the 
beginning project for Michigan.  We need about 6 volunteers 
from 11C1 to take the training which will be held in Lansing on 
February 27th, 2010, and will take about 4-5 hours.  Those 
trained will then go back to their district to provide training for 
the clubs interested in not only growing their membership but to 
learn the many facets of club leadership as well as maximizing 
their community impact.  This is a terrific program, everything 
needed will be included, all we need is the Lions of 11C1 to 
respond to this request by contacting either DG Bob Schalow or 
PID Dennis Cobler as soon as possible so that we can include 
you for the Lansing training.  If you have a concern for the 
future of our district then you are the Lions we are looking for, 
just let us know.  Our future, as always, begins now. 
 
Gov. Bob may be contacted at lionbobmi@aol.com or 231-744-
1310.  PID Dennis may be contacted at dcobler@comcast.net or 
231-744-3901. 
 
Please give these two requests for volunteers your utmost con-
sideration.  You can help make the future of District 11C1 a 
great success story. 

 
 

DISTRICT 11C-1 GOVERNOR 
Bob Schalow (Anne)    

182 S. Bear Lake Road 
Muskegon, MI  49445 
H:  (231) 744-1310  
C:  (231) 288-0607  

Home Club: Muskegon Northside 
lionbobmi@aol.com 

 _______________________________ 
�

FIRST VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Fran Osborne (Ed) 
6235 Brayton Road 

Muir, MI  48860-9723 
H:  (989) 981-6864 
C:  (989) 763-5681 

Home Club:  Lyons/Muir 
efosborne@gmail.com 

__________________________________ 
 

SECOND VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Ken Frary 

362 N. Main Street 
Casnovia, MI  49318 
H:  (616) 675-7666 
C:  (616) 822-9265 

Home Club:  Casnovia/Kent City 
fwk2144@yahoo.com 

_________________________________ 
 

CABINET SECRETARY  
Sandy Harz (Ray) 

13830 Oakwood Circle 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

H:  (616) 842-1759 
Home Club:  Grand Haven Host 

sec11c1@gmail.com  
_______________________________ 

�
CABINET TREASURER  

Robert Babcock 
P. O. Box 64 

Ferrysburg, MI 49409 
trea11c1@gmail.com  

_______________________________ 
 
REGION 1 – Chair: Harvey Beute 

      ZONE 1:  Fred Yonkers 
     ZONE 2:  Louis Johnson 

 
REGION 2 – Chair: Casey Dutmer 

      ZONE 1:  Rock Wood   
     ZONE 2:  Joyce VanDyke 

 
REGION 3 – Chair: Ardist Ferris 

      ZONE 1:  Tom Hauck 
      ZONE 2:  Edwin Osborne 

 
REGION 4 – Chair: Carol Ruddy 

      ZONE 1:  Lisa Evans 
      ZONE 2:  John Watts 
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From The “Pen” of the 2nd Vice District Governor 
 
We hear about membership from all sides on a regular basis.  We bring in new members and current 
members go out the back door, but do we ask why they are leaving?  Is it because they joined to serve and 
all the club does is write checks and do the knife and fork bit and call it good?   
 
When was the last time your club did a service project where the public sees the members doing some-
thing and not asking for a donation?   
 
The time has come for us LIONS to get back to what we do best – service to our fellow man; if that 
means using a rake and a shovel, or a hammer and a paintbrush, so be it.  Not only will it serve someone, 
but we can all use the exercise. 
 
Remember our motto is WE SERVE. 
 
2nd VDG Ken Frary 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
From the PR Corner’s Chair 
 
 
PIN POINTS OF LIGHT  
 
Pin points of light in the eyes of a child.  Pin points, proof that this child’s 
picture is perfect for professional diagnosis of possible vision impairment. 
 
Possible because the Otsego Lions Club made Project Kidsight their “LIONS 
IN SIGHT” initiative this past January.  Lion President, Mark Kavanaugh, 
reports their members were “SEEN & HEARD”  successfully screening 33 
children in two of their community’s pre-school nurseries using this special 
Polaroid Camera. 
 
Thanks to all of our clubs; Otsego was not alone.  International President 
Eberhard Wirfs’ initiative “LIONS IN SIGHT”  has taken off.  Lion Bill Sutton of the Lakewood Club has 
scheduled Project Kidsight this coming March.  Lyons/Muir  is inviting their neighbors to their monthly Roast Beef 
Dinner fundraiser.  Allendale’s great idea is to reach out to all prospective members for a March 1st “New 
Members” gathering, telling the club’s story.  Sparta will man a booth at Sparta’s February 20th Business Expo 
promoting Lionism, their club and recruiting new members. 
 
Much of the same has been done by the rest of you and much more is planned for the rest of the year.  Now, 
President Wirfs is challenging us to MOVE TO GROW .  Easy for you – for YOU ARE MOVING ! 
 
Pin points of light in the eyes of a child.  YOU are pin points of light “SEEN & HEARD”  in your community. 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
Stan Hone, PR Chair, District 11C1 
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THE SIGHT SEER – A VOICE OF LIONISM  
 

January 19 was the first office meeting of our new 
Comstock Park Lions Club and the Sight Seer Radio 
Reading Service was there to introduce our service to the 
vision impaired as Comstock’s initial program. 
 
Bringing the printed word to life for those unable to read 
for themselves is the mission of The Sight Seer.  Pictured 
here, Sight Seer Volunteer, John Phipps, spoke to 
Comstock’s members on the rich mixture of topics we 
bring to our listeners and read a selection from one of the 
books currently featured.  Listening, they “saw” the 
action as his words brought their imagination to life – for 
the mind’s eye still “SEES” even if one’s eyes cannot. 

 
Speaking of seeing, this past January saw the first birthday of The Sight Seer as an official project of our 
District 11C1.  Over this time, we have been able to bring our story to several of our district’s clubs – and 
it is our goal to visit each of you as soon as possible.  Otsego, Fennville, and even neighboring Greenville, 
have given of their time and I have just returned from carrying our message to RC Harvey Beute’s 
successful Region One meeting. 
 
When may we be the program for your meeting? 
 
Placing our radios in your local library, your local retirement home and in the home of your vision 
impaired neighbor is our goal for this year – and we need your help.  Help us help them.  Call me at 616-
874-9615 and let’s both be “Knights of the Blind.” 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
Stan Hone, District 11C1 The Sight Seer Radio Reading Service Project Chair   
 
 
 
FLOAT AVAILABLE :  Summer parades and events are just around the corner.  Imagine a majestic 
Lion being pulled 9 ft 6 in above the streets of your club’s home town.  He is the focal point of a 26 ft 
long float now available for rent at the low price of $50 from the Grand Haven Lions Club.  There is room 
for people to sit and ride the float and room to put your own decorations on it for your parade or project.  
The float is 26 ft long, 8 ft wide, and 9 ft 8 in at the highest point.  What a wonderful way to spread the 
news of what we as Lions do and what we stand for.  Interested? – give Lion Louie a call at 616-842-0299 
and rent this float for your next parade or project. 
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NEWS FROM ABVI  
 
Celebrating Independence Workshops: 
 
Mark your calendar for our next Celebrating Independence Workshops.  All workshops start at 2:00 pm  
and are taking place at our Grand Rapids office located at 456 Cherry, SE, Grand Rapids. 
 
  Friday, March 5, “Diabetes/Medication Management” 
  Friday, April 2, “Mobility With GPS 
 
February is Low Vision Awareness Month: 
 
The National Eye Institute has designated February as Age-Related Macular Degeneration (AMD) and 
Low Vision Awareness Month.  According to the American Foundation for the Blind, AMD is one of the 
leading causes of blindness.  As baby boomers age, the number of people who have macular degeneration 
will increase.  There is presently no cure for macular degeneration. 
 
When your vision loss cannot be corrected to normal by conventional glasses, contacts, or surgery, and 
your vision loss is severe enough to interfere with the ability to do everyday tasks of daily living, you are 
defined as being visually impaired.  If you are over one in ten million people in the United States who are 
visually impaired, you face each day coping with the daily frustrations of not being able to complete tasks 
in the usual manner.  If you are a person with low vision, we encourage you to take advantage of Vision 
Rehabilitation Services.  Vision Rehabilitation professionals are trained in eye diseases, adaptive 
techniques, and in the use of adaptive equipment which is available to help with the completion of every-
day tasks. 
 
Examples of vision rehabilitation services include: 

 Comprehensive low vision evaluation by an optometrist certified in working with low vision 
 devices. 
 
 Orientation and Mobility which teaches people to travel safely in their environment with the 
 use of a white cane and/or low vision devices. 
 
 Rehabilitation Teaching which emphasizes skills that help you complete everyday tasks such  
 as cooking, cleaning, and using a computer. 
 
There is a wide assortment of equipment available to help address the challenges of vision loss.  A few 
common pieces are large print address books, magnifiers that are much stronger than you can purchase on 
the general market, telephones with large buttons, large print and talking timepieces, and software to aid 
in using your computer,.  Unfortunately, at this time, such equipment is not currently covered by 
insurance.  Vision Rehabilitation Therapists are often familiar with sources that may be able to provide 
financial assistance for purchase of this equipment. 
 
If you would like additional information regarding Vision Rehabilitation Services or would like to 
schedule a presentation, please contact the Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired at 616-458-
1187 or 800-466-8084 and ask to speak to Rosemary Ramos or Charis Austin. 
 
Don’t forget to visit us on the web at:  http://www.abvimichigan.org/  
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GRAND INTERNET BRANCH CLUB 
of the GRAND RAPIDS LIONS CLUB 

 
 
In a bold move toward the future, the Board of Directors of the Grand Rapids Lions Club approved a proposal by 
Lion Gary Anderson to establish a Branch Club of the Grand Rapids Lions Club.  This does not replace 
membership in the Grand Rapids Club, but supplements it to attract people for which conventioanl membership in a 
regular club does not work for some reason.  The name of the club is the Grand Internet Branch Club.  The 
following should help with understanding the new “affiliation”: 
 
Goal of the Grand Internet Branch Club:  To provide a very cost effective avenue to be a Lions member, for indivi-
dual that want to SERVE by volunteering to help others, without the conventional Lions organizational and meeting 
obligations. 
 
History:  Many people would like to give 2-3 hours a week or month volunteering to serve the needs of others, but 
don’t have the time or money to attend conventional Lions meetings.  They want to SERVE when it fits their 
schedule and don’t want to be pressured into being on committees or to be in charge of a committee.  Some of these 
potential branch club members are young couples, professionals with packed schedules, grad students, parents with 
children at home, retirees traveling the country in RVs, teachers and spouses of current Lions Club members. 
 
Structure:  The Internet will be the communication vehicle for this club.  A new, interactive website will be the 
meeting center and source for volunteer information for all the members.  Webinar presentations highlighting Lions 
projects and activities will be available monthly on the website.  An ongoing blog and a chat room will also be a 
part of the website.  A calendar of volunteer opportunities in each member’s home area will include contact infor-
mation for those activities.  There will also be several in person club meetings available at the Multiple District 
Convention, the Michigan Leadership Forum, and the USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum. 
 
Fundraising for the Grand Internet Branch Club Charities will initially be through the sale of Lions of Michigan 
Foundation raffle tickets which returns $3.50 to the club for every ticket sold.  The tickets are sold November to 
May, with the cash prizes drawn in May.  The website will be constructed with the assistance of the GVSU School 
of Computing and Information Systems as a class project during the current semester. 
 
Cost:  The cost to new Grand Internet Branch Club members, after their initial $30 Lions Clubs International appli-
cation fee, will be $90 per year.  Members transferring into the Grand Internet Club from a current club do not have 
to pay the application fee.  The $90 will cover dues to Lions International, State and District Lions and include the 
State and International magazines.  The Treasurer functions will be performed by the Grand Rapids Lions Club and 
the $90 dues will be split in half and billed twice a year. 
 
Branch Club:  The members of the Branch Club count as members of the parent Club (Grand Rapids Lions Club).  
There is a Coordinator (President) and Vice Coordinator (Vice-President/Secretary) of the Branch Club.  The Coor-
dinator will be a voting member of the Board of the Grand Rapids Lions Club.  There is also a Branch Liason, who 
is a member of the Grand Rapids Lions Club.  The Grand Internet Branch Club members can participate with any 
other Lions Clubs activities and can attend any other Lions Club meetings. 
 
Potential:  The Grand Internet Branch Club started on January 12, 2010, with 10 initial members, most of whom are 
already listed as members on roster at Lions Clubs International.  It may serve as an initial entry point into serving 
as a Lion for some members.  It may also serve as a way for people to remain a Lion when schedule, vocation, 
family obligations, or financial constraints limits their abilities to remain a member of a more conventional Lions 
Club. 
 
Grand Internet Club Liaison:  For questions and membership information, please contact:  Lion Gary Anderson at 
ga@andersoneye.com  or cell phone (616) 460-2012. 
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“I’M THE PERSON”  
 
 
I’m the person who was asked to join your organization.  I’m the person who stood up in front of all of 
you and promised to be faithful and loyal.  I’m the person who came to your meeting and no one paid 
attention to.  I tried several times to be friendly to some of the members, but they all had their own friends 
that they talk to and sit next to.  I hoped very much that somebody would have asked me to take part in a 
project or something, but no one saw my efforts when I volunteered. 
 
I missed a few meetings after joining because I was sick and couldn’t get there.  No one asked me at the 
next meeting where I had been.  I guess it didn’t matter very much to the others whether I was there or 
not. 
 
The next meeting I decided to stay home and watch TV.  The following meetings I attended no one asked 
me where I was when the last meeting was held. 
 
You might say I’m a good person, a good family person who holds a responsible job, loves our country, 
state and community.  You know who else I am?  I’m the person who never came back. 
 
It amuses me when I think back on how the heads of the organization and the members were discussing why the 
organization was losing members.  It amuses me now to think that they all spend so much time looking for new 
members when I was there all the time.  All they needed to do was to make me feel needed, wanted and welcome! 
 
 
USA/CANADA FORUM  
  
The next USA/Canada Forum, A Beacon of Hope Through Leadership & Service, will be held in Milwaukee, 
September 23-25, 2010.  This is a great time to meet other Lions from all over the United States and Canada and 
take part in some exceptional leadership seminars and listen to highly acclaimed speakers at the luncheons and 
dinners.  You will come away with a better understanding of Lions leadership and will have made new friends as a 
side benefit.  If you have never been to a USA/Canada Forum before, this is a good opportunity to do so – it’s not 
that far to drive to Milwaukee. 
 
If interested, here are some websites to find out more: 
 
Home Page: 
https://usacanadalionsforum.org/   
 
Registration Form in PDF: 
https://usacanadalionsforum.org/registration.pdg   
 
Online Registration Form: 
https://usacanadalionsforum.org/onlineregistration. html   
 
Travel Agency & Airport Transportation:  
https://usacanadalionsforum.org/travelagency.html   
 
USA/CANADA Lions Leadership Forum 
P. O. Box 697 
Belle Fourche, SD  57717-0697 
Telephone:  605-723-4007    Fax:  605-723-4008    E-Mail:  forum@spe.midco.net  
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NEWS FROM MICHIGAN EYE BANK  
 
Dear Friend of the Michigan Eye-Bank: 
 
Staying in touch with you and sharing news of the Michigan Eye-Bank is an important mission of our, as we value 
our relationship with our friends in the MEB community.  We hope you have had an opportunity to learn more 
about us through our newsletters and publications, by visiting our website (www.michiganeyebank.org ) and 
by reading about us in Lion Pride and area press. 
 
While these vehicles have made it easy for us to communicate with you, we also wanted to make it easy for you to 
communicate with us – so we are happy to announce the launch of the new MEB Facebook page! 
 
We invite you to visit our page and become our fan.  By doing so you’ll receive the up-to-the minute news about 
the Eye Bank, receive first hand information about our programs, special events, and company news, and learn 
about our progress with the communities we serve in Michigan.  Plus – as a member of the group, you’ll have an 
opportunity to connect with us and share your thoughts and ideas. 
 
So please take a minute to visit the Michigan Eye-Bank Facebook page and join the group.  We look forward to 
hearing from you. 
 
http://www.facebook.com/michiganeyebank   
 
 
 
DISTRICT 11C1 CONVENTION INFORMATION  
 
I hope that you have already marked your calendar (April 9-11, 2010) and made plans to attend the District 11C1 
Convention at the Muskegon Holiday Inn in Muskegon, Michigan.  The committee has been hard at work planning 
a fun, educational, and exciting weekend for everyone in attendance. 
 
The theme for the Friday night event is “HALLOWEEN IN APRIL” .  Put a costume together and plan on having 
the time of your life.  The Fruitport Lions Club again will host their FAMOUS (INFAMOUS??) hospitality room 
on Friday and Saturday nights after the evenings’ events. 
 
Please find at end of newsletter::  A registration form, a flier outlining the weekend’s activities, and a delegate 
certification form which needs to be returned to PDG Roy Curtis prior to April 1 (needs to be completed by your 
club secretary).   
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MULTIPLE DISTRICT 11 CONVENTION INFORMATION  
 
The convention is being held May 21-22 on Mackinac Island at Mission Point Resort.  All forms for hotel, 
convention and golf outing, along with a schedule, are at www.lionsofmi.com  and on the left side of the 
homepage, go to events,  and then schedule of events, scroll down to MD11 Convention and click on the forms that 
you want.  If you have any questions, you may also call PDG Shirley Hoffman at 269-673-3015. 
 
Star Lines offers the group a rate of $14.00/adult and $9.00/child for Lions attending the convention.  There is an 
$8.00 charge for a bike.  (That’s cheaper than renting a bike on the island.)  The ferry runs from Mackinaw City 
beginning at 7:30 a.m to 5:30 p.m. 
 
Luggage is tagged and loaded on the ferry.  When it reaches the island, it is transferred to the hotel.  There is a 
$4.00 charge per adult for round trip luggage transfer, which is automatically added to the hotel bill.  People who 
want to stay late on the island on Sunday, can send their luggage ahead to Mackinaw City and it will be stored for 
pick-up when they arrive. 
 
It is a 10 to 15 minute walk from the docks to Mission Point Resort.  People who cannot or do not wish to walk, can 
ride the horse taxi.  Taxis meet each arriving ferry.  The cost is approximately $4.50 to $5.00 per person.  There is 
one wheelchair accessible carriage, and it is available by reservation on a first-come, first-served basis.   
 
This year’s golf outing will be held on Saturday afternoon at the Executive Putting Course at Mission Point.  The 
cost is $26.00 per person, which includes green fees, wine and cheese at the turn, and prizes.  Because of the 
alcoholic beverages, the outing will be limited to adults only.   
 
The putting course if open to the public, so children or adults who do not participate in the golf outing can play it 
Friday or Saturday when it is not reserved for the golf outing.  The walk-on price for adults is $10.00; children 
under 12 are $5.00 each with a paid adult. 
 
Saturday night banquet will be formal dress for the head table.  Formal attire is optional for everyone else.  If you 
have any questions, contact Shirley at sthoffman@charter.net  or call 269-673-3015. 
 
 
 
 
DISTRICT TEXAS HOLD-EM FUNDRAISER  
 
At the District 11C1 Texas Hold-Em fundraiser that was held in Grand Rapids in December, the district saw a new 
profit of $3,252.  Special thanks and recognition should be expressed to the following clubs and individuals who 
worked on this fundraiser: 
 
Fruitport Club:     PDG Mike Johnson, Sue Johnson 

Grand Haven Club:    Robert Babcock, Harvey Beute, Louis Johnson 

Grand Rapids Club:  Rob Lalley, Jim Kaiser, Gary Anderson, Harry Jones, Don Jakel 

Marne/Walker Clubs:  Janet Cross, Rod Prys, Jim Becker, Art Tanis, Mary Tanis, Kerry Cross, 
    Sandy Wisniewski, Beth Rogers 

Rockford Club:   Tom VonEschen, Mike Jacobs, Roy Ortego, John Berchulc, Larry Lindsley 
    Rock Wood 
 
District Chair, ZC Rock Wood would like to thank everyone for their help in the fundraiser. 
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ROCKFORD LIONS CLUB 
Cordiality invites you to the first Annual 

 

District Chili Cook-off* 
“Battle Of The Cooks” 

 
A District FUN Event For All Lion Members 

 

Great Chili, 5 varieties, all you can eat! 

 
Wonderful Lion Fellowship 

 
Bring spouses and prospective Lions! 

Let’s show them how we play. 
 

$8.00 per person 
 Donation 

All you can eat 
Cash Bar 

 

7 PM----Thursday March 11th, 2010 
 

ROCKFORD AMERICAN LEGION HALL  
330 Rockford Park Dr. N.E. 

Rockford, MI 49341 
(616) 866-2591 

 
The Hall is located on the west side of Northland Dr. (E Beltline).   It is one mile 

north of 10 Mile Rd. and Westland Dr. 
 
Questions? 
Lion President Dianna Van Antwerp (616) 866-1760  
PDG Warren W Sibilla (616) 241-1066 
 
* The plan is for Rockford Lions to get this started and provide the volunteer cooks 
for this year. However, next year and thereafter other Clubs will be able to enter.  
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CLUB/PROJECT NEWS (aka Gran’s Gems) 
 
NEWS: 
 
We have been informed that Lion Frankie Hemeryck, wife of our State Treasurer,Lion Paul Hemeryck, passed 
away on Tuesday, February 9.  Please keep Lion Paul and his family in your prayers. 
 
PDG Ed Hopper has moved into an assisted living center in Haslett, Mi.  His address is:  Edwin & Phyllis Hopper, 
Wynwood of Meridian, 5346 Marsh Road, #D5, Haslett, MI  48840.   
 
CLUBS: 
 
Holland Lions had as their guest speaker, Kamie Fortier.  Kamie is a teacher/consultant for the blind & visually 
impaired in the Ottawa Intermediate School District.  She told what the schools in Ottawa County are doing to help 
students who have trouble with their sight. 
 
Rockford Lions will be conducting a health screening in conjunction with the Rotary in March.  They will be 
utilizing the Sightmobile for this.  Also planning a Chili Cook Off in March (see Page 10). 
 
Muskegon Host Lions have been assisting persons needing hearing aids and glasses.  They state there is over 200 
people waiting for glasses in Muskegon County.  Are supporting the Winter Camp for the Blind again this year; 
Lion Dale will be transporting people to the camp.   
 
The Martin Lions  participated in the annual Christmas parade and are planning a Memorial Day parade; they will 
distribute small American flags to those along the parade route.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your CHANGE can make a CHANGE for “Haiti 
Earthquake Relief.” 
 
Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) is 
working directly with Lions of Haiti as well as Lions in 
neighboring countries to assess the immediate needs 
and also develop a long-term reconstruction plan.   
 
To date, Lions Hope for Haiti has mobilized more than 
$1.5 M.  100% of every donation will go directly to the 
Haiti Relief; all administration cost is paid by LCIF 
from the interest in other accounts.   
 
The Dorr Township Lions will match the first $1,000 
donated to the Haiti Relief fund.  Donations can be 
made at any Byron State Bank or United Banks until 
March 15, 2010. 

 
 
 
 
The Martin Lions Club  had a very successful Christmas 
party at which they presented Lion Don Flower with a 
Melvin Jones Fellowship award..1st VDG Fran Osborne 
made the presentation.  Lion Don is chairman of the 
Paper (recycling) Shed, works Bingo, and is the club 
treasurer.  He is a regular blood donor and serves on the 
Village Council.   
 
VDG Fran also inducted new member Kelly Germain 
and helped present the Lion of the Year award to Lion 
Pam Sullivan.  Lion Pam served as chairperson for the 
Christmas party.  She has taken on the responsibility of 
selling and accounting for lotto tickets in conjunction 
with the Lioness Club workers; she also works the 
weekly Bingo game and helps Lion Millie clean the 
Lions Hall.   
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GRAND HAVEN HOST LIONS CLUB  

 
 

 
 
The Grand Haven Lions Club collects eyeglasses at various 
locations in Grand Haven, they are picked up from these locations 
and sorted.  They are then brought to Muskegon where the 
Muskegon Northside Lions Club sorts and prepares them for 
taking on mission trips to Central and South America.  Pictured 
are Zone Chair Louis Johnson and PDG Ray Harz loading over 
1,000 pairs of glasses to be delivered to Muskegon.   
 

 
 
Early in December, the Grand Haven Club presented a check to the local 
Crusade for Toys which is handled by the Public Safety Officers in 
Grand Haven and Grand Haven Township.  The club has been making 
this contribution for many years.  The Public Safety Officers collect toys 
and monetary donations for toys which are then distributed locally to 
needs kids in the Grand Haven area.   
 
Pictured L-R:  RC Harvey Beute, a Public Safety Officer from Grand 
Haven, President Sharon Lee, and 1st VP Ed Ketterer. 
 
 

   
 
For almost 30 years, the Grand Haven Lions have held a Christmas party for the blind & visually impaired, most of 
whom are members of the Blind Support Group in Grand Haven.  Good food is served by Porto Bello Restaurant, 
there is live entertainment, and many door prizes are given away.  Each guest (or couple) also receives a fruit 
basket.  The club isn’t sure who has more fun:  the club putting on the party, or the guests in attendance.  Everyone 
always looks forward to the party every year.  Pictured above L-R:  two guests at the party, Katie Currier (guest) 
and her father, Lion Jon Currier, and Carole Soule, who is the inspiration and leader of the Blind Support Group.   
 

 
In January, PDG Rod Prys inducted four new members into the 
Grand Haven Club; all were sponsored by RC Harvey Beute.  
Pictured L-R:  PDG Rod Prys, Lion Alisha Henley, Lion Michael 
Henley, Lion Dr. Raymond Sanders, Lion Don Aarmstrong, and 
their sponsor, RC Harvey Beute.  Good job, Harvey!! 
 
The club has been challenged to each bring in at least one new 
member before the end of the Lion year. 
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Lakewood Club Lions held a meeting in Sunfield to learn more about Project Kidssight.  Lions from Lyons/ Muir 
and Portland joined the dinner meeting to hear the presentation by 1st Vice District Governor, Fran Osborne.  She 
explained the Project Kidsight is a screening program designed to prevent blindness through early childhood 
detection and referral. 
 

 
 
 
The screenings are done by taking a picture of the child’s eyes using photo-
technology with a Polaroid-type camera. 
 
 
 
 

 
The pictures are sent to Detroit and examined by specialists.  The doctors can identify improperly aligned eyes 
(strabismus), crossed eye or lazy eye (amblyopia), abnormal refraction error of the eye, significant near-sightedness 
(myopia), farsightedness (hyperopia), astigmatism and cataract (media opacity).  Approximately one of every 20 
children between the ages of 1 to 5 years has an eye problem that can permanently affect vision if untreated said 
Osborne.  Many children in this age group have never had their vision checked, and by the time they enter school 
and have their eyes treated, the treatment may not be as effective and may be more costly.   
 
The person doing the testing uses a specially designed camera.  The camera may have special lights and music to 
gain the child’s attention and make the screening more enjoyable.  It is done in a darkened room so the  
 
Pupils are dilated.  Only the eyes are photographed, not the entire face.  Special care is given to protect the identity 
of the child.  The screening has been show to be 85 to 90 percent accurate. 
 
Osborne said the Lions usually work through day care providers to test children.  She has tried to hold open testing 
on Saturdays with very few parents coming to get their child’s eyes tested.  The testing is at no cost to the parents; 
it is funded by the sponsoring Lions Club.  It costs $1.50 to have the pictures read and $1.50 for the photograph. 
 
“We’re talking about eyes.  Who wouldn’t want to help if we can?”, said one of the Lions. 
 
Lakewood Lions had their spatulas at the ready on a Saturday evening for the Annual 
pancake dinner at St. Ed’s Family Center.  Lions Secretary, Bill Sutton, said 234 people 
came to cure their cabin fever with a big dose of flapjacks and sausage.  It was a way to 
catch up on local talk. 
 
The Lions served a few more people than last year and made a little more money which 
supports all their projects including help with local people’s need for eye care, the 
Summer swimming lessons in Jordan Lake, and key Lions’ state projects. 

 
Twenty-two regular Lions helped with 
cooking, serving, and clean up.  Nine young 
volunteers helped wait on tables and keep 
things cleaned up.   
 
“We are very proud of our volunteers and thankful for all their efforts.  We 
also are very happy to see the community come out for this event and help 
us provide support to those in need”, said Sutton.  “We once again are most 
grateful for the continued support by our Lakewood area community.   
 

Above, right, John Calcott makes pancakes.  Above, left, are Curt Johnson, Mike Rodriguez, and Tom Riser. 
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Spring Lake Lions Club rang bells for the Salvation 
Army at Christmas time. 
 

 
 
 
 
Otsego Lions Club recently held a free eye screening 
in two area day care centers, St. Margaret and the 
Church of God.   
 

  
 

Shown is Lion President Mark Kavanaugh taking the 
picture of St. Margaret’s student, Sam Gibson.  Lions 
Walter and Vivian Reed also assisted.  In all 33 
children, ages 3 to 4 were screened.  The pictures were 
then sent to Children’s Hospital in Detroit.  If it is 
detected that the child has an eye abnormality, the 
parents are sent a letter from the Project Kidsight office 
stating the child should see an eye doctor.  Project Kid-
sight is only a screening device and does not 
necessarily diagnose an absolute problem  If there is 
enough interest, another free screening will be 
scheduled. 
 
 
 
 

 
Hastings Lions Club:  At the Hastings Christmas party, 
Club President, Doug Case (L), presented Jeff VanAman 
with his 25 year pin.  Lion Jeff during that span of time 
has held every office in the club except treasurer.  He has 
served as club President 5 times and served five years as 
club secretary.  He has also served as a Zone Chairman, 
Region Chairman, Cabinet Secretary, and District 
Governor.  He has also served on several sight 
restoration trips in Latin America.  PDG Jeff is the 
consummate Lion and has sponsored dozens of new 
Lions during his 25 years. 
 

  
 

 
 
 
Muskegon Northside Lions Club made their 5th and 
final $10,000 payment to LCIF from their calendar sales.  
PID Dennis Cobler presented the check to LCIF Chair, 
IPIP Al Brandel.  Pictured L-R are:  International 2nd VP 
Dr. Wing Kun Tam, International President Eberhard 
Wirfs, PID Dennis, Immediate International President 
Brandel, and International 1st VP Sid Scruggs.  
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Grand Rapids Lions celbrated their 90th Anniversary 
on December 19th.  The event was held at the Amway 
Grand Plaza Hotel’s Gerald R. Ford Ballroom.  
Members and guests were received with valet parking 
and welcomed at the door by Lion George Chaffee and 
Mei Chow before strolling into the mirrored, blue & 
white ballroom.  They were greeted by the music of Jack 
and Mary Kimmell while they socialized and nibbled on 
hors d’oeuvres before dinner. 
 

 
 
Master of Ceremonies, Lion Mark Oberlin, welcomed 
everyone and led them in the singing of “The Twelve 
Days of Christmas.  A wonderful dinner was served and 
after dinner, PCC Dr. Gary Anderson introduced guests 
in attendance and gave a brief history of the GR Lions 
Club.  Lion Gary then introduced the speaker for the 
evening, PID Dr. Dennis Cobler, who gave a brief 
presentation on why “we serve” through telling stories 
about meaningful examples of serve.   
 

 
 
After dinner, MC Lion Mark welcomed all to stay and 
listen and dance to the music of the Mark Kahny group.  
Many Lions stayed, socialized, listened to the music, 
and danced until the clock struck midnight. 
 
 

 
Region I:  Region Chair Harvey Beute had a very 
successful region meeting on February 2.  It was held in 
Grand Haven at Harbourfront Place in downtown Grand 
Haven.   
 
More than half the clubs in the Region were in 
attendance and enjoyed snacks and beverages while 
socializing before the program. 
 
The program consisted of Stan Hone, speaking on public 
relations and The Sightseer Radio, PCC Dr. Gary 
Anderson, speaking on Retention and also about his 
candidacy for International Director, and Mr. Stacey 
Patulski, VP & Owner of the Muskegon Lumberjacks, 
speaking on life lessons. 
 

  
 

Stan Hone 
 

  
 

PCC Dr. Gary Anderson 
 
Everyone in attendance agreed that this was a very 
informative Region meeting. 
 
 

 



 16 

 
 

WANT A NEW FUND RAISER ? 
 
 
Join the ROCKFORD LIONS CLUB  in their annual Easter Honey 
Ham Sale and earn FIVE DOLLARS for each ham sold. 
 
Using the same supplier as the famous honey-glazed ham, our top 
premium, pre-cooked, bone-in, half-spiral sliced ham sells for $29.00 
and is supplied non-glazed for your special treatment. 
 
Easter is April 4th this year and starting now gives you plenty of time to 
get organized.  A WIN-WIN Fund Raiser – you win, we win, and the 
cook basks in her guests’ applause for an outstanding Easter dinner. 
 
Interested?  Contact the Rockford Lions Club at 616-866-4193. 
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             DISTRICT 11 C1 CONVENTION DELEGATE 
CERTIFICATION FORM  

 

 

According to the Constitution and By-Laws, all Lions Clubs in good standing with Lions Clubs 
International and District 11 C1 are entitled to one (1) vote for each ten (10) members, or major 
fraction thereof, who have been enrolled for at least one year and a day in the club, as shown by the 
records of the International Office on the first day of the month last proceeding the month during 
which the convention is held. 

The number of delegates your club is entitled to for the District 11 C1 Convention is figured from 
your Membership Report as of the end of February provided it is submitted to Lions International 
in a timely manner. When you complete your Membership Report for February, you can compute 
the number of delegates and alternates your club is entitled to and select your representative(s). 
List their names below on the left side of the form. Also indicate whether each representative listed 
is a Delegate or an Alternate. 
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Your delegate(s) must register and obtain a name badge first. Then they must sign this form at the 
convention and pick up a delegate sticker from the Certification Desk. All delegates must be 
REGISTERED AND CERTIFIED by 1:30 P.M. on Saturday, April 10, 2010 in order to vote at the 
convention. Voting will take place on Saturday afternoon following the business session. 

  

_____ Total Number of Lions in YOUR Club as of March 1, 2010 minus members who have not 
been enrolled for at least one year and one day. 

  

This section to be completed by club secretary                                                     This section to be 
completed at convention site. 

Name                                            Delegate or Alternate               Signature 
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I hereby certify that the delegates and alternates listed above are in good standing with Lions Clubs 
International and the Lions of District 11C1. 

  

Lions Club of __________________________________________________________ 

  

______________________________________           ____________________________________ 

President’s or Secretary’s Signature                                Signature of Governor or Governor Elect 
                        (Valid only if President/Secretary of club is not present) 

  

NOTE: This is not a registration form. All Lions must register before they can be certified to vote. 
Please advise your delegates to arrive early. The Certification Desk is open from 4:00 P.M. to 6:00 
P.M. Friday April 9 and from 8:30 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. on Saturday, April 10, 2010. 

 
 


