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December 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December is a very busy month for all of us with its holiday parties and Lion activities.  Lion Anne and I 
hope this Holiday Season is very happy and enjoyable for all of you.  It seems as I get older, time moves 
at a much faster rate.  It seems like 2009 just started and now we are in the last month.   
 
Next year (2010) again will be very busy for everyone.  Many local service projects will be needed even 
more because of the increased needs of many of our community members.  Increased community needs is 
again a good reason to increase our club membership because the more hands we have, the easier the 
workload for everyone.  I am very thankful for all the help I have received from the members of our C-1 
Cabinet and those club members who have taken an active role in community service projects meeting the 
needs of others. 
 
Our membership is still just over the 1,250 minimum for our District to support an International Director 
Candidate.  Membership growth will be critical to insure we have the 1,250 membership on April 30, 
2010.  Our MERL Team will work with any club that requests help with retention or membership growth.   
 
I have enjoyed installing members as I have been making my club visits.  For those clubs that I have not 
visited, please contact me at lionbobmi@aol.com with dates that your club would like a visit.   
 
I received three Peace Posters from our District and the winner for the state will be chosen at the 
December Council of Governors meeting in Lansing. 
 
International President Eberhardt Wirfs has dedicated the last two weeks of January, 2010, to a special 
campaign called Lions In Sight.  He’s asking all clubs and districts worldwide to organize public 
awareness events during these last two weeks of January.  Our Public Relations Chairman, Stan Hone, is 
working on programs that can be used in radio or print and will be glad to help any club requesting 
additional help. 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
 
District Governor, Bob Schalow  

 

“Continue to Build” www.lionsofmi11c1.org    
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Governor’s Travels 

    DATE                    VISITATION/EVENT 

December 1                Dorr Township Visitation 
December 4-6             Council of Governors – Lansing 
December 6                Comstock Park Charter Night 
December 7                Hastings Visitation 
December 8                Muskegon N-side Christmas Party 
December 10-18         Vacation 
December 19              Cabinet Meeting – Grand Rapids - ABVI 
December 19              Grand Rapids Club 90th Anniversary 
                                     Celebration 
 
January 7                    Rockford Visitation 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 

DISTRICT CONVENTION – 2010  
 
    

Plans are being made for the District 11C1/11E1 
Convention on April 9-11, 2010 in Muskegon – close to home for 
our District, so mark your calendar NOW to attend.   The theme 
for this year’s convention is “Halloween in April”.  Plan 
your costume now so that you are ready.  It doesn’t have to 
be a purchased costume; I’m sure most of us have things in 
our closets that we can put together to make an awesome 
costume. 
 
More details to follow – a flyer will appear in the newsletter 
with all the activities, seminars, business meetings, elections, 
speakers, entertainment, etc.; not to mention – Fruitport’s 
famous (infamous) Hospitality Room. 
 
Make plans now to attend and encourage your club 
members to attend also.  I guarantee you WILL have a good 
time. 

 

 

 
 

DISTRICT 11C-1 GOVERNOR 
Bob Schalow (Anne)    

182 S. Bear Lake Road 
Muskegon, MI  49445 
H:  (231) 744-1310  
C:  (231) 288-0607  

Home Club: Muskegon Northside 
lionbobmi@aol.com 

 _______________________________ 
�

FIRST VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Fran Osborne (Ed) 
6235 Brayton Road 

Muir, MI  48860-9723 
H:  (989) 981-6864 
C:  (989) 763-5681 

Home Club:  Lyons/Muir 
efosborne@gmail.com 

__________________________________ 
 

SECOND VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Ken Frary 

362 N. Main Street 
Casnovia, MI  49318 
H:  (616) 675-7666 
C:  (616) 822-9265 

Home Club:  Casnovia/Kent City 
fwk2144@yahoo.com 

_________________________________ 
 

CABINET SECRETARY  
Sandy Harz (Ray) 

13830 Oakwood Circle 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

H:  (616) 842-1759 
Home Club:  Grand Haven Host 

sec11c1@gmail.com  
_______________________________ 

�
CABINET TREASURER  

Robert Babcock 
P. O. Box 64 

Ferrysburg, MI 49409 
trea11c1@gmail.com  

_______________________________ 
 
REGION 1 – Chair: Harvey Beute 

      ZONE 1:  Fred Yonkers 
     ZONE 2:  Louis Johnson 

 
REGION 2 – Chair: Casey Dutmer 

      ZONE 1:  Rock Wood   
     ZONE 2:  Joyce VanDyke 

 
REGION 3 – Chair: Ardist Ferris 

      ZONE 1:  Tom Hauck 
      ZONE 2:  Edwin Osborne 

 
REGION 4 – Chair: Carol Ruddy 

      ZONE 1:  Lisa Evans 
      ZONE 2:  John Watts 
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From the PR Corner’s Chair 
 
The “LIONS IN SIGHT” campaign is set for the last two weeks of January.  Are you ready – are your plans set?  
Mine are, but it will be tight to have the PSAs ready for you and the media.   
 
“LIONS IN SIGHT” asks us to be creative in telling our town “Who Lions are and what they do.”  My attempt in 
“creativity” is to customize International’s PSAs covering the “who we are and what we do” to bring respondents to 
your individual club.  Please use these as another tool in promoting your “LIONS IN SIGHT” project, display or 
promotion.   
 
If you are looking for a promotable January project, take a leaf from our December Lion Magazine.  This issue is 
full of Lions screening children’s sight all over the world – Iran, Sri Lanka, Servia, and Latvia.  If it works on the 
other side of the globe, why not in your town?  Call Vice District Governor Fran for the equipment (989-981-6864).  
How about a whole city-wide SIGHT & HEARING DAY?  Your District Sightmobile has been completely 
renovated and is ready for your pickup – call (616) 866-4193. 
 
These two projects do good, are good and gets your members “IN SIGHT” working with your neighbors and 
serving your community.  That is “LIONS IN SIGHT” – but it needs YOU to make it happen. 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
Stan Hone, PR Chair, District 11C1 
 
 
 
SUBMISSION OF NEWSLETTER ARTICLES & PICTURES  
 
 
 
The District Newsletter Editor is Sandy Harz.  If you have news and pictures about events in your club, please send 
the information to Sandy at:  rsharz@yahoo.com.  Snail mail address is: 13830 Oakwood Circle, Grand Haven, MI  
49417.   
 
If you are attaching a picture to your e-mail, please make sure it is in “.jpg” format.  It is your responsibility to 
write out the article you wish to have in the newsletter.  Make sure it contains the “Who” (your club), “What”(the 
project or event), “Where” (where the event was held), and “Why” (what is the money raised going to be used for – 
if it was a money-making event).   
 
If attaching a photo, please don’t “embed” it in the body of the article – send it separately as an attachment to the e-
mail.  Candid “action shots are better, especially of community service projects.  The photo should be “in focus”.  If 
it looks fuzzy, it will print fuzzy.  Photos that have been printed off an inkjet printer will not scan/print well.  Watch 
your background – don’t photograph people dressed in dark clothing against a dark background.  Fill the frame with 
your subject.  Please don’t write on the back of the photo (if you are snail mailing a photo) – send a note along with 
it identifying who is in the picture.  Identify people from left to right – and make sure the names are spelled 
correctly. 
 
The deadline for articles and photos is the 5th of each month.  I will try to have the newsletter out by the 10th of each 
month.  It is your club’s responsibility to get any pictures/articles to me.  If your club has a newsletter, please e-
mail or snail-mail it to me. 
 
Sandy Harz,  
District Editor 
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FROM DISTRICT TREASURER, ROBERT BABCOCK  
 
 
Regarding your district dues billings:  I bill from the information that International sends to the State 
Office.  International’s information is gleaned from the MMR’s they receive from your Club Secretary. 
 
If you want to be billed the correct amount, please make sure that your MMR’s are sent to International 
in a timely manner each month (by the 5th).  If members are dropped during a month, make sure that by 
the 5th of the following month, you report them as “dropped”. 
 
If members are not dropped from your membership before June 30 or December 31, you will be billed for 
them as they are members of record.  The District billings are for the periods of January 1-June 30 and 
July 1- December 31.   
 
You are responsible for the dues of members not dropped by the semi-annual ending dates (June 30 and 
December 31). 
 
Thank You - Robert A. Babcock, District Treasurer  
 
 
PLEASE NOTE 
 
If you wish to contact Vice District Governor Fran Osborne, please use the following e-mail address:  
efosborne@gmail.com.  Her e-mail address is NOT sec11c1@gmail.com.  This e-mail address is used by the 
Cabinet Secretary. 
 
 
 
FLOAT AVAILABLE :  Summer parades and events are just around the corner.  Imagine a majestic 
Lion being pulled 9 ft 6 in above the streets of your club’s home town.  He is the focal point of a 26 ft 
long float now available for rent at the low price of $50 from the Grand Haven Lions Club.  There is room 
for people to sit and ride the float and room to put your own decorations on it for your parade or project.  
The float is 26 ft long, 8 ft wide, and 9 ft 8 in at the highest point.  What a wonderful way to spread the 
news of what we as Lions do and what we stand for.  Interested? – give Lion Vicky a call at 616-842-
0299 and rent this float for your next parade or project. 
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CLUB/PROJECT NEWS (aka Gran’s Gems) 
 
Martin Lions  holding their Christmas Party on December 12th.  Their Lion of the Year award will be awarded 
along with other awards; good food, fun and a raffle are planned.  Remodeled their Lions Community Hall kitchen.  
Holding a blood drive in December.  Helped sponsor the Christmas Parade with Santa Claus.   
 
Grand Rapids Lion have several new members:  Lions Frederick J. Martin, Jr., Lion Matt Budzynski-
Stotts, Timothy D. VandenBerg, Bill Reese, Wayne Dantuma.  Looking forward to seeing District Lions 
at their 90th Anniversary celebration. 
 
Rockford Lions will be collecting items for Toys for Tots at their annual holiday get-together.  Will be 
holding a Texas Hold-Em in January.  New members:  Lions Vonnie Sevigny, and Jeff Pallas.  
Participated in Shop With a Cop. 
 
Dorr Lions  inducted three new members in December:  Lions Peggy Norton, Clyde Lorenz, and Michelle 
Murtha.  Working on a 4th new member. 
 
Muskegon Northside Lions worked on the Christmas lighting of the “Causeway”.  Still have 2010 
Calendars for sale, if anyone is interested.  Welcome new members:  Lions Kim Arter, Frank Krol and 
welcome back a former Member Lupe Alviar.  Held their annual Christmas party on December 8. 
 
Whitehall/Montague Lions had their Christmas dinner on December 3rd.  Collected money for the White 
Lake Wishing Tree. 
 
Lyons/Muir  sent more than 1,000 eyeglasses to Muskegon with Gov. Bob Schalow after his visit to the 
club. 

 
 
THE SIGHT SEER – A VOICE OF LIONISM  

 
First Vice District Governor, Fran Osborne, sat down with the Sight 
Seer on October 23rd to speak to the world on the mission of Lionism to 
solve the scourge of vision impairment across the globe and 
specifically to promote Project KidSight in our own District. 
 
Now through the magic of the Internet, The Sight Seer’s FREE radio 
reading service is now available throughout the world, not only in 
Beijing, London, and Paris, but in Muskegon, Holland, Hastings, and 
the whole of Western Michigan. 
 
What VDG Fran and The Sight Seer needs now is for our fellow Lions 

to identify those children, parents, neighbors and relatives who can benefit from the FREE services of Project 
KidSight and The Sight Seer’s 24/7 programming.   
 
Project KidSight provides an 80% effective screening of the eyes of children between one and five to detect 
abnormalities.  Once found, correction at this age is far more effective and far less expensive. 
 
Learn more – schedule a program – Call me at 616-874-9615. 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
 
Stan Hone 
District 11C1 Sight Seer Project Chair 
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Fennville Lions:  Nothing expresses the spirit of giving 
like helping present an entire free dinner.  On Thanks-
giving day, three Lions Club members from Fennville 
assisted in serving a complete meal with all the 
trimmings at Fennville High School cafeteria, to a group 
of people with no place to go on that special day.  The 
free dinner was organized by Director of Facilities at 
Fennville Public Schools, Jon Carr and his sister LeAnn. 
 
LeAnn, a registered dietician cooked 12 turkeys, and 
with the help of several community and church and boy 
scout organizations, served 8 gallons of lemonade, 10 
gallons of iced tea, 7 green bean casseroles, 7 pans of 
stuffing, abundant dishes of cranberry sauce, mashed 
potatoes, and several pumpkin pies.  Four large tubs of 
apple crisp were donated by Cranes Pantry of Fennville.  
The placemats were drawn by the elementary school art 
students.   
 
L-R, Marie Kelley, Sue Park, and Reid Ruggles were 
the Lions club members who volunteered for this 
worthy project. 
 

 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Muskegon Northside Lions:  During the course of 
2009, members of the Muskegon Northside Club, 
working with Love In The Name of Christ, have built 8 
handicapped ramps for the less fortunate.  Crews of 5 to 
10 Lions worked under the leadership of Lions Wendell 
Bradfield and Ron Hansen.  The crews would complete 
a ramp in just two days.  The longest ramp they 
constructed was 65 ft long.  On November 17, Dale 
Kraft, Executive Director of Love, INC presented a 
Certificate of Thanks to the club for the ramps that were 
built.  The crew is looking forward to good weather in 
the Spring of 2010 to get started building ramps again. 

 

 
Fennville Lions Club 
 

 
 

L-R:  Janet Stappenbeck, Maureen Sytsma, Reid 
Ruggles, and Colleen Ray. 
 
On November 17th, members of the Fennville Lions 
Club performed screening for vision, pertaining to 
distance, color blindness, depth perception, and hearing 
testing at the United Methodist Church for approxi-
mately 200 people who took advantage of the free 
services.  The vision and hearing testing were done in 
the Sightmobile.   
 
Maureen Sytsma, team organizer, says, “We are 
participating in the Allegan County Project Helpful 
Connect which is an organization to provide services for 
the homeless and those at risk of being homeless.” 
 
The Lions Club members volunteering for this project 
were Maureen Sytsma, Jim Lytle, who took pictures, 
Janet Stappenbeck, Reid Ruggles, Judy Kratzer, Tom 
Tucker, Paul Hix, President of the Club, Dick Hutchins, 
Bill Alwin, and Colleen Ray. 
 
Huntington Bank of Fennville and members of the 
Fennville United Methodist Church of Fennville also 
volunteered.  The church was packed as people arrived 
for help with different services.  Some of the services 
were:  health care, Resources for People with 
Disabilities, Social Security, Domestic Violence 
Services, housing assistance, financial services, and 
homelessness services. 
 
Maureen Sytsma says, “Project Helpful Connect called 
us and asked the Lions Club to participate. 
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Alto Lions Club:  Recently the Alto Lions received an 
award from the Kent County 4-H for donating a food 
wagon to a Lowell 4-H club for kids with special 
needs.   
 
Following is the text of an article from it: 
 
“The Alto Michigan Lions Club received a Club 
Booster Award from the Kent County 4-H Association 
for their ongoing support of the Friends and Neighbors 
4-H Club of nearby Lowell.  Lion Kirk Baarnes and his 
wife Kay accepted the award for the Lion. 
 
The Alto Lions donated a gently used food booth to 
Friends and Neighbors 4-H Club.  Adult club leaders 
refurbished the booth.  They included a “drive-
through” window for folks on horseback.  Say what?  
A drive-through for who? 
 
The friends and neighbors club members train and 
show horses.  They take the food booth to horse shows 
and related events.  Club members work in the booth to 
help pay for expenses – such as entrance fees – so they 
can participate in horse shows and other club projects. 
 
Friends and Neighbors is a club for kids with special 
needs.  Running the food booth has paid off in 
unexpected ways, according to Linda Miller, project 
leader for horses.  They have grown into accomplished 
sales people, learning teamwork, social skills with 
strangers, and practical skills such as making change.   
 
So if you are at a horse show in West Michigan, look 
for the Friends and Neighbors booth.  Tell them you’ll 
have what the guy on the horse is having. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lyons/Muir – The little club with the big heart : 
 
Lyons/Muir Lions Club may be little, but it sure has a big 
heart when it comes to community service.  At the 
October board meeting, club secretary, Cheri Travis, 
revealed that 14 of the club’s 19 members recorded 
perfect attendance for service and time commitments 
from September 2008 to this September.  Since perfect 
attendance is achieved when a member attains 18 credits, 
it would be amazing to calculate what those credits 
represent in terms of man-hours of service. 
 
In all, Lyons/Muir Lions have contributed a total of 546 
credits as a club or close to an average mean of 29 credits 
per member.  If a person were to multiply those 546 total 
club credits by the least amount of time spent at a 
function – an hour and a half – the total is 819 hours this 
club gives (as a minimum) back to its communities.  (In 
fact, the actual hours will be triple or more since most 
LMLC functions and projects are three to four times that 
hour and a half length). 
 
In short, Lyons/Muir Lions give much of their time 
serving their communities. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 
Rockford Lions Club screened the eyes of children 
between the ages of one and five years old to detect any 
abnormalities at the child care centers of Rockford’s 
MVP Sports Club and Resurrection Life Church. 
 
Working with ophthalmologists of the Detroit Children’s 
Hospital, this Project KidSight has proved 80% effective 
in detecting problems at a point in the child’s life when 
abnormalities are more easily corrected. 
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Lyons/Muir’s fundraiser is Sweet!!!  Fudge makes a 
tasty and easy-to-sell fundraiser.  Just ask the folks at 
the Lyons/Muir Lions Club.  They recently had no 
problem selling 147 boxes of homemade fudge from 
Drummond Island Fudge and Confectionery.   
 
The fudge fundraiser, which started in October, had 
sales ending mid-November, and was delivered before 
Thanksgiving.  It was made all the more sweet since 
half the money earned became the club’s and was 
earmarked for the activity, building and administration 
funds.   
 
Seven of Drummond’s 40 flavors of homemade fudge 
were available through the fundraiser.  And although 
the fudge is made with real cream and butter, it does 
not require refrigeration having a shelf life of three 
months. 
 
“We are excited about this fundraiser,” said 
fundraising chair and top seller, Earl Howell.  “Raising 
funds will benefit not only our club but projects made 
possible by these monies will benefit the people in our 
community and surrounding area.” 
 
Anyone interested in conducting a similar fudge sale 
may contact Drummond Island Fudge & Confectionery 
at www.drummondislandfudge.com or call owners 
Mike and Melody Hefland at (906) 493-5507. 
 

 
 
Club members sample the fudge and then try to decide 
which ones they want to sell.  What a hard job, but 
someone’s got to do. 
 

 
GVSU’s Campus Lions Club & Grand Rapids Lions 
Club:  The GVSU Lions members helped the Grand 
Rapids Lions Club with their Holiday shopping with 
underprivileged kids, half of which were also visually 
impaired.  The event was held on Saturday, December 5 
at 7:00 a.m. at the Meijers store in Cascade.  There were 
15 GVSU students that got up early to be there.   All had 
a great time!!! 
 

 
 
Above are the 
students that partici-
pated. 
 
Right is Dayna 
shopping with some 
of the kids.   
 
Below:  PCC Dr. 
Gary Anderson & 
Lion Shelly Irwin 
from the GR Club. 
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Dorr Lions Club   October and November were busy months for the Dorr Lions Club.   
 
 

 
 
This goes to show you what some will do for Campaign Sight First II.  
On October 28, PID Dennis Cobler tracks down Dorr Township 
members while shopping and gives PDG Jim Maynard and, pictured 
from L-R, Angie Lorenz, Cathie Delisa, (PID Dennis Cobler) and 
Betty Maynard, raffle calendars.  Funds are used for Lions Clubs 
International Foundation’s world-wide effort to eradicate all 
preventable blindness by 2020.  The Dorr Township Lions agreed to 
purchase 20 calendars and sell them to its members.  Way to go PID 
Dennis and the Dorr Township Lions. 
 

 
 
On October 29, a total of 36 people, boy scouts and Lions, came to 
the American Legion Post 127 in Dorr at 6:30 p.m. to pack 
Halloween Candy.  Invocation was given by PDG Jim Maynard.  
A meal of hot dogs and chili was provided plus this was also a pot 
luck.  Within an hour of finishing our meal, 1,246 bags of candy 
was made ready for their annual Halloween Candy Sales on 
Saturday, October 31 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In spite of the weather being cool (low 40’s) with light rain, a profit of 
over $1,100 was made and a good time was had by all most of the time.  
You can say what you want, but a 2 hour shift in the wet and cold can 
get to ya!! 
 
Pictured is 1 Year Director Phil Kamyszek 
 
 

 
 
 
 
On Saturday, November 21, members of the club gave over $3,000 
worth of food to more than 55 families from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. at the Dorr Township Hall.  Lion members also delivered 
food baskets to those who were unable to pick up their basket.   
 
Pictured L-R:  PDG Jim Maynard, Lions Cathie Delisa, Betty 
Maynard, Richard & Phyllis Crater, Angie Lorenz, Ruby Nicholas, 
Peggy Norton & Cathy Carpenter.  Also helping was Lion Dawn 
Kunard. 
 
�
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Entertainment by the Mary Rademacher Quartet  

For your dancing and listening pleasure 
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*Vegetarian option available – please note if you have a special dietary need 
 

 



 11 

 
 
 

�


