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October 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I attended the USA/Canada Leadership Forum in Memphis and the luncheon and dinner speakers all had 
very motivational messages.  During the Forum we had a choice of 65 programs to choose from.  The 
presenters were speaking from experience so their messages were very practical and their ideas can be put 
to use at any level of our current Lion experience and be used for building on our future plans for 
increased responsibility in our local club and beyond. 
 
There were programs for club secretaries, treasurers, vice presidents, and presidents on duties and what it 
takes to help in running a successful club.  Other interesting seminars were:  The Art of Public Speaking, 
Leadership Opportunities for Women, Ideas for Fund Raising, Membership & Retention, Starting a New 
Club, and 30 Effective Strategies for Funding, and Sponsoring New Members. 
 
I have already signed up for next year’s Forum in Milwaukee, WI, September 23-25 and I would highly 
recommend each of you consider attending.  Great way to spend time with Lion friends and meet new 
Lions from all over the US and Canada. 
 
In my club visits I have heard a number of times active Lions wishing they had more volunteers to help 
with their community projects.  One solution is to recruit more service-minded individuals who are 
willing to work on your club’s local projects.  This service need goes along with Int’l President Eberhart 
Wirf’s challenge of each club to add a minimum of 2 new members by June 30, 2010. 
 
I am asking each club president to give me, from their September 1, 2009, numbers, where they expect to 
be in membership on April 1, 2010.  I will ask our Zone and Region Chairs to help with this process.  Our 
MERL Membership Chairs will be asked to help clubs and there is additional help in our District for 
retention and new club formation or any needs that our local clubs feel necessary to maintain current 
members and find new members. 
 
Lion Anne and I are looking forward to visiting as many clubs as we can before the snow flies, so please 
e-mail me at lionbobmi@aol.com  with dates you have available.  If I don’t hear from you, I will be 
calling with dates that I would like to visit. 
 
It is very important to me to get a feel from club visits on service projects they are involved with and how 
active they are in building membership to support those activities. 
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There will be a Cabinet Meeting on October 17 at the Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired in 
Grand Rapids (456 Cherry Street, SE) starting at 9:00 a.m.  Interested Lions are welcome to join us as we 
discuss District activities. 
 
There are still a few openings at the Leadership Institute held at Higgins Lake November 13-15.  This is a 
great opportunity to meet new Lion friends throughout the state and learn both life and Lion skills. 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
 
District Governor 
Bob Schalow 
 
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
 
Submission of Newsletter Articles and Pictures 
 
 
The District Newsletter Editor is Sandy Harz.  If you have news and pictures about events in your club, 
please send the information to Sandy at:  rsharz@yahoo.com.  Snail mail address is: 13830 Oakwood 
Circle, Grand Haven, MI  49417.   
 
If you are attaching a picture to your e-mail, please make sure it is in “.jpg” format.  It is your 
responsibility to write out the article you wish to have in the newsletter.  Make sure it contains the “Who” 
(your club), “What”(the project or event), “Where” (where the event was held), and “Why” (what is the 
money raised going to be used for – if it was a money-making event).   
 
If attaching a photo, please don’t “embed” it in the body of the article – send it separately as an 
attachment to the e-mail.  Candid “action shots are better, especially of community service projects.  The 
photo should be “in focus”.  If it looks fuzzy, it will print fuzzy.  Photos that have been printed off an 
inkjet printer will not scan/print well.  Watch your background – don’t photograph people dressed in dark 
clothing against a dark background.  Fill the frame with your subject.  Please don’t write on the back of 
the photo (if you are snail mailing a photo) – send a note along with it identifying who is in the picture.  
Identify people from left to right – and make sure the names are spelled correctly. 
 
The deadline for articles and photos is the 5th of each month.  I will try to have the newsletter out by the 
10th of each month.  It is your club’s responsibility to get any pictures/articles to me.  If your club has a 
newsletter, please e-mail or snail-mail it to me. 
 
Sandy Harz,  
District Editor 
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Governor’s Travels 

    DATE                    VISITATION/EVENT 

October 6                    Lyons/Muir Visitation 
October 7                    Ravenna Steak Fry 
Oct. 9-11                     Council of Governors – St. Ignace 
October 13                  Portland Visitation 
October 14                  Fruitport Fish Fry 
October 15                  Project Night – Grand Rapids 
October 17                  Cabinet Meeting – Grand Rapids 
October 20                  Muskegon Host – 90th Celebration Party 
October 25                  District Convention Mtg - Ludington 
October 28                  Middleville Visitation 
 
 
November 19              Spring Lake Visitation 
November 22              District Convention Mtg – Ludington 
November 23              Hudsonville Visitation 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 

DISTRICT CONVENTION – 2010  
 
    
As you can see from Gov. Bob’s calendar, plans are being 
made for the District 11C1/11E1 Convention on April 9-11, 
2010 in Muskegon – close to home for our District, so mark your 
calendar NOW to attend.    
 
There is a very good reason for bringing this up early – the 
theme for the convention is “Halloween in April”.  Now is 
the perfect time (costumes readily available or soon to go on 
sale!!!) to plan your costume.  It doesn’t even have to be a 
purchased costume; I’m sure most of us have things in our 
closets that we can put together to make an awesome 
costume. 
 
More details to follow – a flyer will appear in the newsletter 
with all the activities, seminars, business meetings, elections, 
speakers, entertainment, etc.; not to mention – Fruitport’s 
famous (infamous) Hospitality Room. 
 
Make plans now to attend and encourage your club 
members to attend also.  I guarantee you WILL have a good 
time. 

 
 

DISTRICT 11C-1 GOVERNOR 
Bob Schalow (Anne)    

182 S. Bear Lake Road 
Muskegon, MI  49445 
H:  (231) 744-1310  
C:  (231) 288-0607  

Home Club: Muskegon Northside 
lionbobmi@aol.com 

 _______________________________ 
�

FIRST VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Fran Osborne (Ed) 
6235 Brayton Road 

Muir, MI  48860-9723 
H:  (989) 981-6864 
C:  (989) 763-5681 

Home Club:  Lyons/Muir 
efosborne@gmail.com 

__________________________________ 
 

SECOND VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Ken Frary 

362 N. Main Street 
Casnovia, MI  49318 
H:  (616) 675-7666 
C:  (616) 822-9265 

Home Club:  Casnovia/Kent City 
fwk2144@yahoo.com 

_________________________________ 
 

CABINET SECRETARY  
Sandy Harz (Ray) 

13830 Oakwood Circle 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

H:  (616) 842-1759 
Home Club:  Grand Haven Host 

sec11c1@gmail.com  
_______________________________ 

�
CABINET TREASURER  

Robert Babcock 
P. O. Box 64 

Ferrysburg, MI 49409 
trea11c1@gmail.com  

_______________________________ 
 
REGION 1 – Chair: Harvey Beute 

      ZONE 1:  Fred Yonkers 
     ZONE 2:  Louis Johnson 

 
REGION 2 – Chair: Casey Dutmer 

      ZONE 1:  Rock Wood   
     ZONE 2:  Joyce VanDyke 

 
REGION 3 – Chair: Ardist Ferris 

      ZONE 1:  Tom Hauck 
      ZONE 2:  Edwin Osborne 

 
REGION 4 – Chair: Carol Ruddy 

      ZONE 1:  Lisa Evans 
      ZONE 2:  John Watts 
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From the PR Corner’s Chair 
 
Last month we talked about the month’s “Projects Night” and how it supplements Gov. Bob’s goal to continue our growth 
in membership and the addition of new clubs.  He stressed the family membership program and the sharing of family 
activity in our service projects – many of which will be featured at “Projects Night”. 
 
Beyond our family and beyond our friends, the telling of what we do for our community is our ongoing responsibility as 
Lions – and the tools to do this are, literally, at your finger tips.  Break out your keyboard and let your fingers call them up 
at www.lionslubs.org – our Lions International Websiite. 
 
Free downloadable newspaper ads, videos, audios, powerpoint presentations, customized news releases, PSA’s (public 
service announcements) – they are all there waiting for you.  “Diamonds in your own back yard”, waiting for you to pick 
up and put to use. 
 
Bring these to your local paper, radio, or TV station.  It’s the old “If you build it, they will come” story and it is all up to 
you.  This doesn’t cost a dime, for if my memory is correct, the media are required to distribute a certain amount of free 
publicity for non-profits. 
 
For myself, getting Lions PSA’s on the air promoting the work of our District clubs is my “Gotta do” for this year.  What 
turns me on about these PSA’s is that they are talking about our projects – Peace Poster, eye glass program, diabetes, and 
eye health.  Even better, they can be used as is – or customized to fit a particular story. 
 
So, pick up on Gov. Bob’s suggestion and use these tools to reach out to your potential new members.  People want to be 
a part of a good thing – and your club does GOOD! 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
Stan Hone, PR Chair, District 11C1 
 
 
 
LIONS LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE   
 

THERE’S STILL TIME TO REGISTER  
 

 
Here is an opportunity for everyone in our District to hone their leadership skills.  The many classes given at the 
Institute can not only help you move up in Lionism – in your club, in your district, and beyond – but can be 
very beneficial in the workplace as well.  The mission statement says “The Lions Leadership Institute is a 
unique opportunity for emerging Lions Club leaders to learn and develop lifelong skills, which can be applied to 
your job, your Lions Club, and your life. 
 
The Leadership Institute is held at the MacMullen Center on beautiful Higgins Lake and this year is November 
13-15, 2009.  It starts late Friday morning thru Sunday noon.  What’s the cost you ask?  It costs $170 per person 
which includes registration, materials, two nights’ lodging, and six meals – which, by the way, are fantastic!!  
The atmosphere is totally casual and there is opportunity each evening after classes and dinner to unwind with 
other Lions from around the state. 
 
For further information, contact DG Bob Schalow at lionbobmi@aol.com or call (231) 744-1310.  The Institute 
usually fills up, so if you are interested in going, sign now!! 
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NEWS FROM ABVI  
 
 
First Fridays: 
 
The Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired asks you to mark your calendar for the following workshops that take 
place the first Friday of the month at the Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired offices, 456 Cherry Street, SE, 
Grand Rapids, from 2:00 p.m to 3:00 p.m.  There is no charge to attend. 
 
November 6, 2009:  Family Issues – Adjusting as a family to vision loss.  This seminar will be of interest to friends, 
spouses, siblings, and children of people with visual impairment.  Understanding the common reactions to loss will be a 
primary focus.  Changes in family roles, and the ongoing need for independence and purpose will also be discussed/ 
facilitated by the agency Social Worker. 
 
December 4, 2009:  Are you looking for a gift for someone who is visually impaired?  We are the perfect place to shop for 
gifts which will make coping with vision loss easier. 
 
 
October is Halloween Safety Month   
 
Prevent Blindness America & and the Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired want to remind everyone to have a 
safe Halloween!  Every year, there are several hundred eye injuries related to costumes and masks treated in hospital 
emergency rooms.  There are many things you can do to ensure your child enjoys a safe Halloween and prevent a night of 
treats from turning into a night of tragedy. 
 
Costume Safety: 
Avoid costumes with masks, wigs, floppy hats or eye patches that block vision. 
Tie hats and scarves securely so they don’t slip over children’s eyes. 
Avoid costumes that drag on the ground to prevent tripping or falling. 
Avoid pointed props such as spears, swords, or wands that may harm other children’s eyes. 
Wear bright, reflective clothing or decorate costumes and bags with reflective tape/patches. 
Carry a bright flashlight to improve visibility. 
Do not ride a bike/scooter/skateboard or roller blade while wearing a costume. 
Obey all traffic signals – pedestrian and driver. 
Younger children should go with an adult while trick-or-treating around the neighborhood. 
Use common sense.  Never dart out between parked cars or hidden corners such as alleys. 
Go trick-or-treating in daylight, as it is safer than going after dark. 
Attend a Halloween party instead. 
 
Treats: 
 
Inspect all trick-or-treat items for signs of tampering before allowing children to eat them. 
Carefully inspect any toys or novelty items received by kids age 3 and younger – can pose a choking hazard. 
 
Decorations:   
 
 
Be sure your lawn, steps, porch and front door are well lit and free from obstacles. 
Keep candles and jack-o-lanterns away from steps and porches outside, as costumes could brush against them and ignite. 
    Inside, keep them away from curtains and other decorations to avoid causing a fire.
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FROM DISTRICT TREASURER, ROBERT BABCOCK  
 
Don’t forget IRS Form 990 is due November 15, 2009.  More info to follow in September 
 
Regarding your district dues billings:  I bill from the information that International sends to the State 
Office.  International’s information is gleaned from the MMR’s they receive from your Club Secretary. 
 
If you want to be billed the correct amount, please make sure that your MMR’s are sent to International 
in a timely manner each month (by the 5th).  If members are dropped during a month, make sure that by 
the 5th of the following month, you report them as “dropped”. 
 
If members are not dropped from your membership before June 30 or December 31, you will be billed for 
them as they are members of record.  The District billings are for the periods of January 1-June 30 and 
July 1- December 31.   
 
You are responsible for the dues of members not dropped by the semi-annual ending dates (June 30 and 
December 31). 
 
Thank You - Robert A. Babcock, District Treasurer  . 
 
DISTRICT APPAREL  
  
The two new front button, button-down collar shirts are now available; they come in short or long sleeve.  
There is a dark purple shirt with the Lions logo and gold lettering or a white shirt with the Lions logo and 
dark lettering.  You can also have the name of your club and your name on the opposite side.  We also 
have a wrap-around cooler-cover to keep cans and bottles cold.  These will have the Lions logo, your 
name and club printed on them.  The cost for these shirts is:  $30.00 for a short sleeve shirt and $35.00 for 
a long sleeve shirt.  Shipping is in addition to the price of the shirt. 
 
Also added to our apparel line are youth shirts in sizes xs, sm, med, and large with four different logos:  
1) “My Daddy is a Lion”, 2) “My Mommy is a Lion”, 3) “My Grandpa is a Lion”, 4) “My Grandma is a 
Lion”.  These items come in dark purple with the lettering in gold and are $10.00 each.  Watch for these 
new items on our website at http://www.lionsofmi11c1.org . 
 
Please contact First Lady Sue Johnson at (231) 798-2021 for shipping costs. 
 
FLOAT AVAILABLE :  Summer parades and events are just around the corner.  Imagine a majestic 
Lion being pulled 9 ft 6 in above the streets of your club’s home town.  He is the focal point of a 26 ft 
long float now available for rent at the low price of $50 from the Grand Haven Lions Club.  There is room 
for people to sit and ride the float and room to put your own decorations on it for your parade or project.  
The float is 26 ft long, 8 ft wide, and 9 ft 8 in at the highest point.  What a wonderful way to spread the 
news of what we as Lions do and what we stand for.  Interested? – give Lion Vicky a call at 616-842-
0299 and rent this float for your next parade or project. 
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CLUB/PROJECT NEWS (aka Gran’s Gems) 
 
Grand Rapids Lions announce their Rookie of the Year award to Shawn Eyestone.  Shawn’s father was a Lion in 
Muskegon.  Shawn has created two member events:  An after-work get together at various locations in or around 
downtown and the casual Tuesday lunches during the summer at some of the same locations. 
 
Muskegon Host Lions are planning a pancake “cook” in October for the Alcoa/Howmet “Day of Caring”.  Also 
excited about their 90th Anniversary celebration.   
 
Spring Lake Lions have a new website:  http://www.springlakelions.com/   Check it out!! 
 
Whitehall/Montague:  Did highway cleanup again in September.  Several Lions worked on the Maritime Festival.  
Considering buying 3 internet radios for 2 libraries and Heartland Nursing Home.  Planning for their Christmas 
dinner with spouses/significant others included.  Planning to work at the Strawberry Social at Heartland Nursing 
Home.  Cooking hot dogs at the White Lake Furniture grand opening. 
 
Muskegon Northside:  Had a busy summer topped off with their family get-together and a steak dinner.  Moved 
their eyeglass mission project from downtown to a building on E. Apple Avenue.  Held their Candy Days project.  
Will have their calendars available again for 2010.  Have two new members to be installed. 
 
Alto Lions Club is planning their Christmas Party for all the kids at the Alto Elementary School.  Santa will be 
there and each child gets a gift. 
 
Allegan Lioness Club:  Inducted three new members. Plan to have a bake sale at the Lions Fall Pancake Day in 
October.  Made donations to Sylvia’s Place, Allegan Dollars for Scholars, and the District Library. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * 
 
 

Comstock Park Lions Launched 
 
Tuesday night, October 6th, saw the first official 
meeting of the new Comstock Park Lions Club.  
Meeting in the banquet room of the Mill Creek 
Tavern, President Dan LaRocque called the 
meeting to order, welcomed the visiting members 
of their sponsoring Rockford Lions Club, and 
proceeded to bring aboard their new officers and 
board members.  Sponsoring Rockford Lions 
Warren Sibilla and Larry Lindsley spoke on how 
Lions Clubs operate, how funds are raised and 
distributed and answered a wide variety of 
searching and informative questions. 
 
Regular meeting dates were discussed and set for 6:00 p.m. on the first and third Tuesday of each month 
at the Mill Creek Tavern.  The evening’s final action was this group photo taken in anticipation of their 
eventual 50th anniversary celebration in 2059. 
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Whitehall/Montague Lions Club 
 

 
Those walking, jogging, or riding the bike trail through 
Montague can now take a well-earned break, thanks to some 
conveniently located benches along the trail. 
 
The Whitehall/Montague Lions Club donated funds to the 
City of Montague to be used for the good of the public.  The 
city, in turn, looked to Eagle Scout Tyler Peters to build the 
benches as an Eagle Scout project.   
 
The city poured the cement and placed anchors for the 

benches built by Peters.  There are four benches throughout the city.  They are located near the trailhead 
to the Montague-Hart Bike Trail (in memory of Berdean Dykstra), near the Bandshell (in memory of Paul 
Everitt), at the intersection of Cook Street near the little league diamonds (in memory of Jeff Squires), and 
near the end of the bike trail on Whitbeck Road (in memory of Albert Seth).   
 
 
 
Muskegon Host Lions Club 
 

                
 
On Labor Day, the Muskegon Host Lions Club held their annual pancake breakfast at the beach; they 
served 350 people.  The Scouts were from Illinois and were going to stay overnight on the Silversides 
Submarine. 

 
They also had a breakfast on September 11 for the 
workers at the Day of Caring. 


