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January 2009 
 
 
 
 
January is here and we still have a lot to get done before the end of June.  Our member- 
ship going into December 31st was over 1,250.  But after the clubs reported their membership, we are at 
1,241.  We have a lot of people out there working really hard to make the district’s membership above 
1,250 but we need everybody in the district working on retention.  As fast as we bring new members in, 
they are going out the back door.  Since I took office in July we have had 119 members dropped.  We 
need every club in the district to finish this year at least a “plus one” for the year.  Our extension team is 
doing a great job:  We have three new clubs on the books – Greater Muskegon Blue Sky, with 22 
members signing up to get the new charter going and recruiting 14 more new members at their second 
meeting, making their club membership 36 strong; the Portland club chartered with 26 members and Ionia 
is chartering with 20 members.  We have in the works at least three more new clubs before June:  they are 
Comstock Park, Zeeland, and Plainwell. 
 
The District Advisory Committee made up of Past District Governors has accepted the challenge to work 
with all clubs with declining membership and help them retain existing members and recruit new 
members.  We are going to try to bring every club in the district up to at least 20 members by June.  I am 
in the process of assigning clubs for them to work with; so, if you are a club with numbers below 20 or 
have experienced a lot of dropped members in the last year, one of our Past District Governors will be 
contacting your club to help you with membership.  Please keep an open mind to what they have to say 
and their ideas on how to recruit new members. 
 
My last International report showed 25 out of 47 clubs late on their MMR’s.  This is the only way we 
have of knowing where our membership is.  We also have 7 clubs that have not taken the time to even 
submit who their President, Secretary, and Treasurer are for the year.  We have one club that has not filled 
out an MMR since October of 2004.  My feeling on this is it your club’s responsibility to the district and 
Lions International to do these reports in a timely manner.  If your officers are not doing the job they were 
elected to do, replace them with someone that will take the job seriously and work for the good of the 
club.  If you have problems doing the reports, please call me and I will have someone from the district 
help you fill them out.  It is my responsibility to make sure all these reports are in to the district and 
International.  We have a great group of Lions in 11-C1 working to make our district strong again.  Every 
club in the district is very important and we will do everything we can to make your club strong in your 
community, the district, and the world.  Let’s get these couple of things done so this district can get on 
with the job it’s made a commitment to:  Serving our communities and making the world a better place to 
live.  Once again, remember my motto this year:  “United We Serve”. 
 
As an appointed District Governor, I have some great news.  So far we have 2 Lions in our district 
running for Vice District Governor:  they are Lion Ken Frary from the Casnovia/Kent City Lions Club 
and Fran Osborne from the Lyons/Muir Club.  We still need Lion candidates for the new position of 2nd 
Vice District Governor and our 4 Region Chairs.  Our convention this year is a joint convention with 11-
E1 and will be held in Big Rapids at the Holiday Inn on April 17th thru the 19th.  Lion Brian Werschem,  
the chairman for our district, has been working with 11-E1 to make this convention bigger and better than 
last year.  Register early please!!!! 
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On a final note, do not forget our district and state projects; they need your support.  Any of our projects 
will be more than happy to come to your club and speak on their project.  If you cannot find the right con-
tact person, feel free to call our Cabinet Secretary, Fran Osborne, and she will put you in touch with the 
right people. 
 
Have a great month and remember everyone bring one and this district will make its goal of over 2,000 
Lion members strong. 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
11-C1 District Governor, Lion Mike Johnson 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
WHITE CANE COMMITTEE REPORT  
 
The White Cane Committee will be meeting on the 17th to determine the 2009 Scholarship winner.  The 
scholarship will be given at the Lions of Michigan Forum which is being held in Lansing.  A link to the 
registration form is:  http://www.lionsofmi.com/files/pdf/miforum_reg_2009.pdf/ 
 
Please visit the newly published Lions of Michigan website to learn about the new merchandise available 
to use to promote your White Cane Day activities.  Our sales of these items help to raise money for the 
White Cane Scholarship.  You will be able to do on-line ordering.  Only advance orders will be able to be 
picked up at the Forum, so plan early and get your order in:  http://www.lionsofmi.com/white_cane/  
 
 
DIABETES AWARENESS 
 
Now that the holidays are over, let’s talk about our health.  Let’s start with a discussion on Diabetes.  
Diabetes is a very serious disease and many do not know what to keep an eye out for.  I can come to your 
club and talk to you about diabetes.  Learning more about this disease could save a life, save sight, and 
save us from having many of the things that can go wrong with us because of Diabetes.   
 
Give me a call, and we can set up a date for me to come and have the Diabetes discussion with your club. 
 
Lion Vicky Johnson, 11-C1 Diabetes Chair 
Ph:  616-842-0299 
E-Mail:  johnsonlw@chartermi.net                                                            
 
 
DISTRICT APPAREL  
  
The two new front button, button-down collar shirts are now available; they come in short or long sleeve.  
There is a dark purple shirt with the Lions logo and gold lettering or a white shirt with the Lions logo and 
dark lettering.  You can also have the name of your club and your name on the opposite side.  We also 
have a wrap-around cooler-cover to keep cans and bottles cold.  These will have the Lions logo, your 
name and club printed on them.  The cost for these shirts is:  $30.00 for a short sleeve shirt and $35.00 for 
a long sleeve shirt.  Shipping is in addition to the price of the shirt. 
 
Also added to our apparel line are youth shirts in sizes xs, sm, med, and large with four different logos:  
1) “My Daddy is a Lion”, 2) “My Mommy is a Lion”, 3) “My Grandpa is a Lion”, 4) “My Grandma is a 
Lion”.  These items come in dark purple with the lettering in gold and are $10.00 each.  Watch for these 
new items on our website at http://www.lionsofmi11c1.org . 
 
Please contact First Lady Sue Johnson at (231) 798-2021 for shipping costs.
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    DATE                    VISITATION/EVENT 

January 5                    Saranac Visitation 
January 8                    Rockford Visitation 
January 10                  Cabinet Meeting – at ABVI 
January 12                  Ionia & Fennville Visitations 
January 14                  Fruitport Club Meeting 
January 16                  Lions of Michigan Meeting 
January 17                  Joint District Convention Meeting 
January 19                  Allendale Visitation 
January 20                  Grandville/Jenison Visitation 
January 21                  Old Fashioned Days Meeting 
January 24                  Region IV Meeting – at Dorr 
January 26                  Sparta Visitation 
January 27                  Region I Meeting - at Saugatuck 
January 28                  Middleville Visitation 
January 29                  Region II Meeting – at ABVI 
February 4                  Casnovia/Kent City Visitation 
February 7                  Muskegon Blue Sky Lions Charter Night 
February 11                Fruitport Club Meeting 
February 18                Old Fashioned Days Meeting 
February 20-21           Michigan Forum 
February 25                Fruitport Club Meeting 
March 3                      Otsego Visitation 
March 4                      Allegan Visitation 
March 5                      Grand Rapids Lions Blind Dinner Date 
                                   Night 
March 6-8                  Council of Governors - Lansing 
March 18                    Old Fashioned Days Meeting 
March 21                    Cabinet Meeting – at ABVI 
 
 
Club Secretaries/Program Chairpersons:  DG Mike is in the 
process of setting up his club visitations.  Please contact him to 
set a visitation to your club.  DG Mike and First Lady Sue are 
looking forward to meeting with your club this year. 
 
Also, if you are having any fundraisers, ie, spaghetti suppers, 
carnivals, pancake breakfasts, etc, please let him know as he 
hopes to attend as many of these functions as he is able to.  
                                                               

            ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Don’t forget the International Convention in Minneapolis.  
An online convention registration form is now available on 
Lions International’s website. 

 
 

DISTRICT 11C-1 GOVERNOR 
Mike Johnson (Sue) 

    141 W. Pontaluna Road  
Muskegon, MI  49444 

H:  (231) 798-2021 
C:  (616) 298-0675 

      Home Club: Fruitport  
mj1482@hotmail.com  

 _______________________________ 
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Bob Schalow (Anne)    

182 S. Bear Lake Road 
Muskegon, MI  49445 
H:  (231) 744-1310  

C:  (231)  
Home Club: Muskegon Northside 

lionbobmi@aol.com 
___________________________________ 
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Fran Osborne (Ed) 
6235 Brayton Rd 

Muir, MI 48860-9723 
H:  (989) 981-6864 

sec11c1@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 
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Robert Babcock 
P. O. Box 64 

Ferrysburg, MI 49409 
trea11c1@gmail.com  

_______________________________ 
 
REGION 1 – Chair: Brian Werschem 

      ZONE 1:  Jack Brewer 
     ZONE 2:  Harvey Beute 

 
REGION 2 – Chair: Kyle Austin PDG 

      ZONE 1:  Nancee DeVogel   
     ZONE 2:  Casey Dutmer 

 
REGION 3 – Chair: Edwin Osborne 

      ZONE 1:  Tom Hauck 
      ZONE 2:  Ardist Ferris 

 
REGION 4 – Chair: Carol Ruddy 

      ZONE 1:  Lisa Evans 
      ZONE 2:  Carmalita Way 
 
 

___________________________________ 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Sandy Harz 

(616) 842-1759 
rsharz@yahoo.com 
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FROM DISTRICT TREASURER, ROBERT BABCOCK  
 
Regarding your district dues billings:  I bill from the information that International sends to the State 
Office.  International’s information is gleaned from the MMR’s they receive from your Club Secretary. 
 
If you want to be billed the correct amount, please make sure that your MMR’s are sent to International 
in a timely manner each month (by the 5th).  If members are dropped during a month, make sure that by 
the 5th of the following month, you report them as “dropped”. 
 
If members are not dropped from your membership before June 30 or December 31, you will be billed for 
them as they are members of record.  The District billings are for the periods of January 1-June 30 and 
July 1- December 31.   
 
You are responsible for the dues of members not dropped by the semi-annual ending dates (June 30 and 
December 31). 
 
Thank You 
Robert A. Babcock, District Treasurer  * * Please note my new email address:  trea11c1@gmail.com   
And my new snail mail mailing address is:  P. O. Box 64, Ferrysburg, MI  49409. 
 
 
FROM DISTRICT WEBMASTER, Cathy Koning  
 
Subscribe to 11C1 News 
-------------------------------------- 
Any Lion can subscribe or unsubscribe to the 11C1 mailing list (for sharing news) by sending mail to: 
    <members-subscribe@lionsofmi11c1.org> or <members-unsubscribe@lionsofmi11c1.org> 
  
Instructions: 
1) Create a new email message 
2) In the address line (To) put members-subscribe@lionsofmi11c1.org 
3) Leave the message/body part of the email blank 
4) Send the message 
5) You will receive a confirmation email to verify it was really you who sent the subscription request. 
* * This is a good security feature. 
6) You need to REPLY to the confirmation email.  
Just press Reply and Send.  Nothing more. 
 
7) After that, you will receive information via the 11C1 mailing list. 
 
Any questions, contact Webmaster Cathy at webmaster@lionsofmi11c1.org or  
616-745-0119.   
 
Share News with 11C1 
-------------------------------------- 
1) Create a new email message 
2) In the address line (To) put members@lionsofmi11c1.org 
3) Type up your message or attach your flyer 
4) Send the message 
Everyone subscribed to the list will get the message.   
Many news items will also be placed on the website and/or in the district newsletter. 
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FROM THE PR CORNER CHAIR  
 
Goodbye and good riddance to 2008.  Hello to 2009 and all the members of District 11C-1 eager to really 
do it right this year. 
 
For me, this is a good time to sit back, look at the past few months and consider what got done and what 
fell by the wayside.  I’m still wrestling with the local TV station to set up an interview with our President 
Jan Strauss and develop a PSA schedule for regular screening.  I do not seem to be number one on their 
list; however, they are on mine. 
 
I did, however, figure out how to transfer e-mailed photos on my computer to “My Pictures” – and that 
brings me to today’s thought.  An article without a picture is like a “Brass Band without a Bass Drum” – 
or, as they say, “Like kissing your sister!”  This year, let’s put the “WOW” in our stories by featuring 
visuals of the events.  
 

 

Here, Lion Bob Spaeth’s visual features the winner of Rockford’s 
“Peace Poster Contest.”  Capturing the eye, this “WOW” leads the 
reader to how Lions work with our schools for the benefit of their 
students.  A wonderful project, this challenges the creativity of the 11-
13 year age group, focuses their attention on the world’s family of 
peoples, recognizes merit, and builds appreciation by their families, 
schools and community on the work of Lionism.  End result?  Com-
munity support of our projects, fund raisers and the building and 
retention of membership. 

 
Join me in doing it right this 2009.  Enhance your PR with photos of Lions in action.  Get involved with 
projects like the “Peace Poster Contest.”  These are win-wins, doing good for our town and creating com-
munity appreciation and knowledge of our work.  Then, just smile when Governor Mike comes to town 
and asks “How you doing on opening new clubs and building membership?” 
 
Yours in Lionism,  
Stan Hone, District PR Chairperson 
 
CLUB/PROJECT NEWS (aka Gran’s Gems) 
 
Middleville Lions:   Inducted two new members in November.  Sponsored the annual Middleville 
Christmas/Santa parade in December.  Collected over 800 pairs of used eye glasses.   
 
Grand Rapids   Starting to think about their 90th Anniversary celebration this year.  Planning for their 
“Blind Dinner Date” evening.  Still continue to have their bowling league. 
 
Dorr Lions :  Been very busy with projects over the past 6 months:  Lions Trailer over the 4th of July, 
worked on Senior Social, had a potluck and filled 1,240 bags for candy sales at Halloween. 
 
Rockford Lions:  Will be hosting Governor Mike Johnson this month for the governor’s annual visit. 
 
Muskegon Host – Getting ready to sell Lions of Michigan Foundation Sweepstakes tickets. 

 
Muskegon Northside – Held their annual Take A Child Christmas Shopping party.  Also visited local 
hospitals and Child Haven on December 23rd – took stuffed animals to the children..  
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Marne Lions Club:  Please keep PDG Rod Prys and his wife Lion Delores in your thoughts and prayers.  Dee 
was admitted to the Fred & Lena Meijer Heart Center at Spectrum Hospital (Butterworth Campus) on Monday, 
January 12 with congestive heart failure and pulmonary hypertension.  Complications have also caused kidney 
failure.  She is in serious but stable condition.  She may have NO visitors, but if you wish to send a card she is in 
Room 5821 – ICU.  The address for the hospital is:  145 Michigan Avenue, NE, Grand Rapids, MI  49503. 
 
Muskegon Northside Lions Club appreciates all those who purchased 2009 calendars.  The drawings are 
held the first and third Tuesdays of each month.  The winners list can be viewed at Muskegon Northside 
Lions website at:  http://www.muskegonnorthsidelions.org/   The website is usually updated within 3 days 
after the drawing. 

 
Ravenna Lions Club is hosting a Benefit Bowl on February 14th  and 21st .  There are 3 shifts each day.  
For more information, contact Chris or Kitty Fortier at (616) 675-5496 or at kitty11311@aol.com  
 
Grandville/Jenison Lions Club is hosting a spring getaway trip on Saturday, March 28, 2009.  The trip 
will either be to Frankenmuth or the Birch Run Mall.  They will be leaving Rogers Plaza in Wyoming at 
8:00 a.m and returning around 7:30 p.m. that evening.  Cost of the trip is $40 per person.  Make checks 
payable to the Grandville/Jenison Lions Club and mail them to:  Sharon Dutmer, 5940 Bayberry Farms 
Drive, SW – Apt. 6,  Wyoming, MI  49418.  If you have any questions, you may reach Sharon at (616) 
534-0581. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * 
 
 
FLOAT AVAILABLE :  Imagine this majestic Lion being pulled 9 ft 6 in above the streets of your 
club’s home town.  He is the focal point of a 26 ft long float now available for rent at the low price of $50 
from the Grand Haven Lions Club.  There is room for people to sit and ride the float and room to put your 
own decorations on it for your parade or project.  The float is 26 ft long, 8 ft wide, and 9 ft 8 in at the 
highest point.  What a wonderful way to spread the news of what we as Lions do and what we stand for.  
Interested? – give Lion Vicky a call at 616-842-0299 and rent this float for your next parade or project. 
 
 

�
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Celebrating Independence Workshops 
 

ABVI is pleased to announce the continuation of the 
Celebrate Independence Workshops.  On the 1st Friday 
of every month, we will be featuring an informational 
program open to the community.  Join us from 2:00 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 456 Cherry Street in Grand 
Rapids.  Check the ABVI web site to find out about 
the next program and support group activities.   
http://www.abvimichigan.org  
 
A few of the workshops scheduled are: 
 
Feb. 6:       Labeling and the Kitchen 
Mar. 6:     Talking Books – what’s old and new in      
                  recorded books. 
April 3:    Public Transportation  
 

 
Middleville Lions Club:  In November, the 
Middleville Lions club inducted two new members:  
Brian Baughman and John Aggeler.  They also 
sponsored the Middleville Christmas/Santa parade on 
December 6.  They also sold tickets and held a 
drawing for ten, $20 gift certificates to Otto’s Turkey 
Farm in Middleville.  Lions Donna and Gerry Stagray, 
Craig Kenyon, and Rod Kenyon collected over 800 
pairs of used glasses and delivered them to the 
Rockford Club. 
 
Also, Brian Appel, Bill Kenyon, Gerry & Donna 
Stagray, Rod Kenyon, and others participated in the 
Homes for Vets building blitz this past Fall 
coordinated by the Caledonia American Legion Post.  
The home was built for a disabled veteran from the 
Iraqi war.  The home is custom built to accommodate 
his special needs. 
 

 
 
They are very proud to have participated and donated 
money for this very worthy cause. 

 
ABVI would like to thank District 11-C1 for becoming 
a sponsor of the 2009 Braille Challenge, a program of the 
Braille Institute.  The purpose of this event is to promote 
literacy and awareness of Braille within the community.  
Students in grades 1 through 12 will compete in areas 
such as proof-reading, spelling, charts and graphs, 
comprehension, and more.  The top 60 winners in the 
country will be eligible to attend a national competition in 
California in June.  To learn more about the event, visit:  
http://www.abvimichigan.org/challenge 
 
Feel free to drop in and meet a wonderful group of kids. 
Date:    Saturday, Feb. 14, 2009 (snow date Feb. 21) 
Place:   St. Isidore School 
Time:    9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
 
For more information, contact Charis Austin at (616) 458-
1187 or toll free (800) 466-8084, extension 328. 
 

 
Delton Lions Club:  At the Delton Lions Club 
Christmas Party, Mary Elliott was inducted into the club 
by PDG Russell Kermeen.  The party was held at the 
Legions Bar & Grill in Delton.  Other guests in attendance 
were:  Ashley VanCapen and Ricky Ortiz.  These were 
the teenagers that helped with their Halloween Spook 
House. 
 

 
 
Pictured is Mary Elliott with her father, Ron Johnson. 
who is President of the Delton Lions Club on the left and 
PDG Russell Kermeen on the right. 
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Hudsonville Lions Club:  In a year that saw the 
country elect its first African-American President and a 
first woman Secretary of State, the Hudsonville Lions 
Club, which has been the “Good Ole Boys” Club for 61 
years, has elected its first female president of the club.  
Pastor Joyce VanDyke brings with her a new vision for 
the club.  Her experience as a pastor of the 
Congregational United Church of Christ enables her to 
better identify the needs of the people in desperation that 
we as a club can help.  She is a great communicator 
(being pastor, she should be) and has set goals for 
increased membership.  To accomplish this, she has 
found ways to let the community know who we are and 
what we represent.  The following photo shows Lion 
Joyce in the holiday parade in Hudsonville, on the Lions 
float from Grand Haven, promoting the Hudsonville 
Lions Club.  Joyce is an energetic person and the type of 
person to energize any club. 
 

 
 
Dorr Lions Club  

 Breakfast with Santa 

Delivering Poinsettias 

Also delivered Thanksgiving & Christmas baskets. 

 
Rockford Lions Club:   The Rockford Lions held 
their annual Christmas party on December 11 at the 
beautifully decorated Timbers Inn.  Despite the 
inclement weather, a large turnout enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to socialize, dine well, and fill a Toys for Tots 
box to overflowing.  The contribution of a toy for a 
needy child added to the evening’s Christmas Spirit. 
 

 
 

A highlight of the evening was the unexpected 
presentation of the coveted Melvin Jones 
Fellowship Award to Lion Stan Hone for his 
service to the club, the district and his work with 
the Sight Seer Radio Reading Service.  Presented 
by PDG Gary Lacy, this award recognizes one’s 
dedication to humanitarian service and is the 
highest form of recognition conferred by the Lions 
International Foundation. 
 

 
 
 

 


