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December 2008 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Governor Mike and First Lady Sue Johnson would like to wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas and the Happiest of New Years. 
 
Thank you for the best Christmas present of all – we are happy 
to inform you that 11C-1 now has three new Lions Clubs in their 
district:  Portland, Ionia, and Greater Muskegon Blue Sky Lions.  
Thank you for fulfilling the commitment the District made to me 
at the District Convention last year because we are now 1,250 + 
members.  We have achieved our goal for the end of the year.  
Now let’s achieve our goal for the end of the Lions fiscal year 
and see if we can get our membership to 2,000 strong.  
 
Yours In Lionism,  District Governor Mike Johnson 
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FROM THE PR CORNER CHAIR  
 
Our Lions Clubs International blesses us with tons of information designed to help us build our clubs into 
greater sources of service to our communities and our world.  Part of this package is an excellent “Club 
Chairman’s Guide on Public Relations” full of good ideas on PR, lots of “how to’s,” lots of hints, lots of 
“Do’s and even a few Don’t’s. 
 
All good stuff, but it does not capture our “NEED” for good PR.  It does not grab us by the collar and yell 
“WAKE UP – YOU NEED GOOD PR OR YOUR CLUB WILL DIE!” 
 
GOOD PR IS NEEDED – because as Lion Dale Ertzinger, PR Chair of the Muskegon Host Club, points 
out, “Our audience is always changing.”  Our audience, our community changes as people move in and 
out – and our membership, our growth, our life comes from the community.  Our communities, our 
neighbors, are facing new adversities often requiring special services – and they NEED to know that their 
Lions Club is there for them.  Dale captures this so well, “Not too many people think they will ever have 
an eye injury requiring transplant tissue, but some do.  Not too many people expect to lose their vision as 
they grow older, but some do.  Not too many parents think their pre-schooler or older children will need 
eye care, glasses, or hearing aids, but some do.”  So as our community, our audience’s needs change.  
Lions NEED to make sure they know “WE SERVE.” 
 
As change is today’s watchword, make it your “NEED” that each new Lions’ project announcement, each 
new Lions’ Public Service Announcement, each new article on Lions’ service is a new discovery for 
someone in our changing audience. 
 
Yours in Lionism,  
Stan Hone, District PR Chairperson 
 
 
 
DISTRICT APPAREL  – From Lion Sue Johnson – District Apparel Chairperson 
 
The two new front button, button-down collar shirts are now available; they come in short or long sleeve.  
There is a dark purple shirt with the Lions logo and gold lettering or a white shirt with the Lions logo and 
dark lettering.  You can also have the name of your club and your name on the opposite side.  We also 
have a wrap-around cooler-cover to keep cans and bottles cold.  These will have the Lions logo, your 
name and club printed on them.  The cost for these shirts is:  $30.00 for a short sleeve shirt and $35.00 for 
a long sleeve shirt.  Shipping is in addition to the price of the shirt. 
 
Also added to our apparel line are youth shirts in sizes xs, sm, med, and large with four different logos:  
1) “My Daddy is a Lion”, 2) “My Mommy is a Lion”, 3) “My Grandpa is a Lion”, 4) “My Grandma is a 
Lion”.  These items come in dark purple with the lettering in gold and are $10.00 each.  Watch for these 
new items on our website at http://www.lionsofmi11c1.org . 
 
Shipping is as follows:  All adult shirts (polo style, sweatshirt, windshirts or button front/button down 
collar) are $5.00 each for shipping.  Smaller items such as the youth shirts, hats, or cooler covers cost 
$5.00 for two (2) items.  If you have a question regarding shipping costs, please contact First Lady Sue 
Johnson at (231) 798-2021. 
 
Our District apparel make wonderful gifts, and gives us a more versatile Lions wardrobe for events and 
functions. 
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    DATE                    VISITATION/EVENT 
 
December 1               Ionia Visitation 
December 2               Greater Muskegon Blue Sky Lions Club 
December 2               Dorr Visitation 
December 8               Honorary Committee Meeting – at ABVI 
December 12-14       Council of Governors – Lansing 
December 16             Great Muskegon Blue Sky Lions Club 
January 5                    Saranac Visitation 
January 8                    Rockford Visitation 
January 10                  Cabinet Meeting – at ABVI 
January 12                  Ionia Visitation 
January 15                  Region II Meeting 
January 17                  Joint District Convention Meeting 
January 19                  Allendale Visitation 
January 20                  Grandville/Jenison Visitation 
January 26                  Sparta Visitation 
January 27                  Region I Meeting 
January 28                  Middleville Visitation 
 
Club Secretaries/Program Chairpersons:  DG Mike is in the 
process of setting up his club visitations.  Please contact him to set a 
visitation to your club.  DG Mike and First Lady Sue are looking 
forward to meeting with your club this year. 
 
Also, if you are having any fundraisers, ie, spaghetti suppers, 
carnivals, pancake breakfasts, etc, please let him know as he hopes to 
attend as many of these functions as he is able to.  
                                                               

            ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DISTRICT 11-C1 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
CHAIRPERSON, PDG Rodney Prys, reports that the Michigan 
delegation has a new headquarters hotel assigned for the International 
Convention in Minneapolis being held July 6-10, 2009.  We will be 
housed at the Ramada Mall of America in Bloomington.  It is 10 
miles from the convention center and room rate is $119 per night, 
plus tax.   
 
The hotel is 2 blocks from the Mall of America and 2 miles from the 
airport.  It has 248 rooms, free parking, complimentary high speed 
wireless internet, indoor and outdoor pools and a fitness room.  There 
is an on-site café/pub that serves breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  The 
hotel provides complimentary 24-hour shuttle service.  They also 
have shuttles to the Mall of America and access to the light rail train 
stations serving downtown Minneapolis.  Hotel rooms feature 
hairdryers, coffee makers, irons, and in-room safes. 
 
An online convention registration form is now available on Lions 
International’s website. 

 
 

DISTRICT 11C-1 GOVERNOR 
Mike Johnson (Sue) 

    141 W. Pontaluna Road  
Muskegon, MI  49444 

H:  (231) 798-2021 
C:  (616) 298-0675 

      Home Club: Fruitport  
mj1482@hotmail.com  

 _______________________________ 
�

����������	�� �
Bob Schalow (Anne)    

182 S. Bear Lake Road 
Muskegon, MI  49445 
H:  (231) 744-1310  

C:  (231)  
Home Club: Muskegon Northside 

lionbobmi@aol.com 
___________________________________ 
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Fran Osborne (Ed) 
6235 Brayton Rd 

Muir, MI 48860-9723 
H:  (989) 981-6864 

sec11c1@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 
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Robert Babcock 
P. O. Box 64 

Ferrysburg, MI 49409 
trea11c1@gmail.com  

_______________________________ 
 
REGION 1 – Chair: Brian Werschem 

      ZONE 1:  Jack Brewer 
     ZONE 2:  Harvey Beute 

 
REGION 2 – Chair: Kyle Austin PDG 

      ZONE 1:  Nancee DeVogel   
     ZONE 2:  Casey Dutmer 

 
REGION 3 – Chair: Edwin Osborne 

      ZONE 1:  Tom Hauck 
      ZONE 2:  Ardist Ferris 

 
REGION 4 – Chair: Carol Ruddy 

      ZONE 1:  Lisa Evans 
      ZONE 2:  Carmalita Way 
 
 

___________________________________ 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Sandy Harz 

(616) 842-1759 
rsharz@yahoo.com 
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FROM DISTRICT TREASURER, ROBERT BABCOCK  
 
Regarding your district dues billings:  I bill from the information that International sends to the State Office.  
International’s information is gleaned from the MMR’s they receive from your Club Secretary. 
 
If you want to be billed the correct amount, please make sure that your MMR’s are sent to International in a 
timely manner each month (by the 5th).  If members are dropped during a month, make sure that by the 5th of the 
following month, you report them as “dropped”. 
 
If members are not dropped from your membership before June 30 or December 31, you will be billed for them 
as they are members of record.  The District billings are for the periods of January 1-June 30 and July 1- 
December 31.   
 
You are responsible for the dues of members not dropped by the semi-annual ending dates (June 30 and 
December 31). 
 
Thank You 
Robert A. Babcock, District Treasurer  * * Please note my new email address:  trea11c1@gmail.com   
And my new snail mail mailing address is:  P. O. Box 64, Ferrysburg, MI  49409. 
 
 
FROM DISTRICT WEBMASTER, Cathy Koning  
 
Subscribe to 11C1 News 
-------------------------------------- 
Any Lion can subscribe or unsubscribe to the 11C1 mailing list (for sharing news) by sending mail to: 
    <members-subscribe@lionsofmi11c1.org> or <members-unsubscribe@lionsofmi11c1.org> 
  
Instructions: 
1) Create a new email message 
2) In the address line (To) put members-subscribe@lionsofmi11c1.org 
3) Leave the message/body part of the email blank 
4) Send the message 
5) You will receive a confirmation email to verify it was really you who sent the subscription request. 
* * This is a good security feature. 
6) You need to REPLY to the confirmation email.  
Just press Reply and Send.  Nothing more. 
 
7) After that, you will receive information via the 11C1 mailing list. 
 
Any questions, contact Webmaster Cathy at webmaster@lionsofmi11c1.org or  
616-745-0119.   
 
Share News with 11C1 
-------------------------------------- 
1) Create a new email message 
2) In the address line (To) put members@lionsofmi11c1.org 
3) Type up your message or attach your flyer 
4) Send the message 
Everyone subscribed to the list will get the message.   
* Many news items will also be placed on the website and/or in the district newsletter. 
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CLUB/PROJECT NEWS (aka Gran’s Gems) 
 
ABVI at their Celebrate Independence Workshop on December 5 held a “Holiday Shopping” for gifts that 
would make coping with vision loss easier for you or your loved ones. 
 
Grand Haven Host – Presented a check to the local Crusade for Toys sponsored by the firefighters in the 
Greater Grand Haven area.  Will be ringing bells for a day in downtown Grand Haven for the Salvation Army. 
 
Grand Rapids – had a program on the digital TV switch in November.  In December, Lisa Marks, CEO of the 
local American Red Cross in Grand Rapids, spoke to the club about current programs and needs, both locally 
and nationally.  Held another “Holiday Shopping Experience for well deserving kids.  Will be holding their 
annual Holiday Luncheon Celebration just before Christmas.  
 
Muskegon Host – held their annual “Blind Friends” luncheon on December 9; 62 people attended including 34 
visually impaired adults.  Seasonal entertainment was provided by members of the West Shore Symphony 
strings section, led by Lion Bruce Harwood.  Also held their annual Christmas Party at the Torrent House in 
Muskegon. 

 
Saugatuck/Douglas Lions:  Hosted PR Chair Stan Hone who gave a presentation on Sight Seer Radio and 
shared the importance of letting the local community understand what we as Lions do with the funds we raise.  
ZC Harvey Beute also attended and talked about the Organ Donor program.  Held their annual Christmas dinner 
at the Butler where they honored Carl Wicks (a charter member) and his wife Jean. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
 

 
 
The Grand Valley Campus Club inducted 12 new members.  The new Lions (in alphabetical order) are:  
Allison Bleeker, Jennifer Bucholtz, Megan Cadle, Christine Carter, Kayleigh Fensenfeld, Stephanie Healy, 
Katelyn Kaufman, Ethan Meyer, Ashley Mulder, Ashly Pierskalla, Ashley Raden, Sandy Ung..  President Kayla 
McGuire and Secretary Nicole Frost were recipients of pins from International for their recruitment of new 
members.  Congratulation to Kayla and Nicole and WELCOME  to these new Lions. 
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Celebrating Independence Workshops 

 
Date:    First Friday Each Month 
Time:   2:00 p.m.- 3:00 p.m. 
Place:  Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired 
            456 Cherry Street, SE 
            Grand Rapids, MI   
 
Information programs open to the community – Blind, 
Visually Impaired, or Sighted.   
 
For upcoming seminars, check the ABVI web page at 
www.abvimichigan.org . 
 
The Celebrate Independence Workshop for November 
was entitled “Adjusting to Vision Loss:  A Family 
Affair”.   Please contact ABVI each month for the 
workshop topic for the current month.  They can be 
reached at:  1-800-466-8084 

START PLANNING NOW :   The next 
USA/Canada Forum will be held in Memphis, 
Tennessee, September 24-26, 2009.  There is soooo 
much to do in Memphis!!  Remember, there’s more to 
Memphis than just Elvis.  You can obtain information 
about the forum at the USA/Canada website:   
usacanadalionsforum.org   Get a group together and 
travel to Memphis. 
 

 
ANNOUNCING A RESOURCE FOR 

THOSE WHO LIVE WITH VISION LOSS 
SPANISH SPEAKING 

 
Do you know anyone who is blind or visually impaired?  
Each day family members and friends who live with vision 
loss face unique challenges in a world oriented to visual 
prompts and signals.  Now, support and help are available 
in your community. 
 
A new Spanish speaking monthly peer support group for 
persons who live with vision loss, their families, and 
friends invites you to participate. 
 
Meetings will be held on the third Wednesday of each 
month from 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at: 
 

Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
456 Cherry Street, SE 

Grand Rapids, MI  49503 
 

Please contact Rosemary Ramos (Group Facilitator) at 
(616) 458-1187 or (800) 466-8084, Ext 314 for more 
information.  For information about our other support 
groups, visit the Association for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired web site:  www.abvimichigan.org/programs . 
 

 
FLOAT AVAILABLE :  Imagine this majestic Lion being pulled 9 ft 6 in above the streets of your club’s 
home town.  He is the focal point of a 26 ft long float now available for rent at the low price of $50 from the 
Grand Haven Lions Club.  There is room for people to sit and ride the float and room to put your own 
decorations on it for your parade or project.  The float is 26 ft long, 8 ft wide, and 9 ft 8 in at the highest point.  
What a wonderful way to spread the news of what we as Lions do and what we stand for.  Interested? – give 
Lion Vicky a call at 616-842-0299 and rent this float for your next parade or project. 

�

����� �
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The Saranac Lions Club made and sold about 500 
pounds of peanut brittle this fall.  The entire member-
ship helped make, distribute and sell the peanut brittle.  
Their local American Legion Club allows the use of 
their kitchen and facilities for the making and 
packaging.  The peanut brittle is sold at the local 
firemen’s pancake breakfast and at a large local craft 
show.  The Saranac Lions also will be distributing 30 
poinsettias to community shut-ins and people in their 
local senior citizen housing. 
 

 

Lions Fran Borup & Bernard Adgate making brittle 
 

 

Lion Duane Patrick gets it ready to package 
 

 

Lion Harvey Flannigan ready to deliver poinsettias 

 
 
Rockford Lions Club  Maintaining a tradition of 
many years, the Rockford Lions Club met with the 
Rogue Valley Tower Resident Association on 
November 15 to present them with the funding for 
their annual Thanksgiving Dinner and related 
activities.  Carol Black, Vice President of the Associ-
ation, accepted the check in the name of their 58 resi-
dents who enjoy the monthly activities planned by the 
members for the members bi-weekly bingo, ice cream 
socials, spaghetti dinners, cook outs and holiday 
specials.  The low income residency of the Towers 
consists of apartments complete with kitchens open to 
all with priority given to seniors and the disabled. 
 

 
Lion Pres. Jan Strauss & Assoc. VP Carol Black 

 
 

 
 

New member Jessica Holland pictured with Lion 
Terry Kalemba and her sponsor, Lion Larry Lindsley 
who is the Membership Chair for the Rockford Lions 
Club.  Welcome Jessica! 
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Lowell & Thornapple Valley Clubs:  Eyecare Day (ECD) in Lowell was on November 1, 2008.  ECD 
accepted a total of 53 patients on Saturday and made 51 pairs of glasses.  We donated a total of $11,153 
worth of services and collected a total of 48 pairs of glasses for the Lions Clubs.  There was a total of 21 
volunteers that helped that day.  Donations came from the community, including funds from the Lowell 
and Thornapple Clubs and from those patients who contributred for their glasses as well.  Thanks to Dr. 
Flohr; his matching donation brings the total to $5,555.58 for the day.  In addition we conducted a garage 
sale next door which was a huge success.  That sale made nearly an added $500 which equates to about 
3,000 pounds of food to be donated to the food bank. 
 

 

 
Left to Right:  Dr. Flohr of Lowell and 
Hastings; ZC Thomas Hauck of 
Thornapple Valley; Lion William Sutton 
of Lake Odessa/Woodland and Joy 
Fountain, Event Coordinator. 

 
The Grand Haven Host Lions Club held their annual Christmas party for the Blind & Visually Impaired 
on December 9.  There were 29 visually impaired people and their guests in attendance.  Dinner was 
served and the entertainment for the evening was singing by John McElheron (from the Association for 
the Blind & Visually Impaired) and his sister, Mary Jo Corbett.  They were accompanied on the keyboard 
by Carol Folkert, a professional musician, who also played her accordion and led everyone in singing 
Christmas carols.  The visually impaired guests of the Lions received raffle prizes donated by local 
merchants and they also each received a fruit basket from the Lions Club.  Lion Vicky Johnson was the 
party chair assisted by PDG Ray Harz and ZC Harvey Beute. 
 

    
     
    Lion Vicky with two guests:  Patsy Stille and      Carol Folkert on keyboard and John & Mary Jo 
                 Eileen Donselar             singing Christmas music 
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JANUARY IS GLAUCOMA AWARENESS MONTH 
 
The Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired is offering FREE Glaucoma 
Screenings to the public at:  

 

456 Cherry Street 
Grand Rapids, MI  

 

Time: 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Date: Friday January 9, 2009 

And  
Friday January 30, 2009 
(No appointment is needed) 

Did you know Glaucoma one of the leading causes of blindness in the US? Here are 
some statistics: 
 
·  Glaucoma is six to eight times more common in African Americans and Hispanics 

than in Caucasians 
·  Many do not know they are at risk for Glaucoma 
·  Glaucoma is also a major cause of blindness for Diabetics 
·  Glaucoma can happen to anyone over the age of 60 
·  Glaucoma can also be hereditary 
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Please call Rosemary Ramos at 
 616-458-1187or 800-466-8084, ext. 314 if you have questions! 

*If you would like to schedule free screenings at your Church, Businesses, service 
groups, apartment buildings, etc. please call Rosemary at the above number to schedule 

a time and date! 
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