
 1 

�
 
July 2008 
 
  
 
 
Notes from the Governor 
 
  
 This year I hope will be a special year for 11C1 at the District convention.  Our District made a 
commitment to have our membership back above 1,250 by the end of the fiscal year 2009. 
 
 My challenge to all our club members in 11C1 is to get back to basics and think about why you 
joined the Lions.  When you do this, I am sure most of us will be able to look around and find people in 
our communities that want to be a part of an organization that is committed to serving others throughout 
our communities and the world.   
 
 I personally feel that there is not a member in 11C1 that could not bring in at least one new 
member this year.  I had a Lion at the International Convention tell me what he thought the word “Lion” 
stood for:  “L” is for Let’s, “I” for Invite, “O” for Our, and “N” for Neighbors.  This to me is a great 
definition and one we should practice. 
 
 From what I hear throughout the state, International is going to push for more clubs in each 
District.  Forming a new club is no easy task, as a lot of you know.  However, 11C1 does have a lot of 
potential in this area.  I have already started contacting clubs to see if they would be willing to be a club 
sponsor if we were able to find an area that would support a new club and supply them with new 
members.   
 
 International told me at the International Convention that they would send in a team of pros to 
canvass an area and provide us with the members.  After this is done, it will be our job to see that they 
become a strong Lions club in that area.  To do this properly, we are going to need those sponsoring clubs 
along with Guiding Lions to help them along the way. 
 
 We are one big family with the same goals.  I do not think there is anyone here that is not family 
oriented and would do just about anything to see another family member succeed and be proud of them 
for doing a good job to the best of their ability. 
 
 So let’s give it our best shot in the coming year.  Let’s unite, have fun serving the community, 
and show the people in our communities what Lionism is all about; make them want to be a part of the 
largest service organization in the world. 
 
 
Yours In Lionism – District Governor, Mike Johnson

 

“United We Serve” www.lionsofmi11c1.org    
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    DATE                    VISITATION/EVENT 
 
July 11/12, 2008            Michigan Eye Bank Visitation 
July 24, 2008                 Whitehall/Montague 50th Anniversary Party 
July 26, 2008                 Mini-Cabinet Meeting, ABVI – 9:00am 
 
August 1/2, 2008           Leader Dog Visitation 
August 8-10, 2008         Council of Governors Meeting – Lansing 
August 16, 2008            Cabinet Meeting, ABVI  time TBD 
August 19, 2008            Grand Haven, Spring Lake, Fruitport Corn                                
                                       Roast 
 
September 14, 2008   Governor’s Appreciation Brunch  
 
 
 
Club Secretaries/Program Chairpeople:  I am in the process of setting 
up my club visitations.  Please contact me to set a visitation to your 
club.  First Lady Sue & I are looking forward to meeting with your 
club this year. 
 
Also, if you are having any fundraisers, ie spaghetti suppers, 
carnivals, pancake breakfasts, etc, please let me know as I hope to 
attend as many of this functions as I am able.   
 
                                                                  DG Mike 
 
 
 

 
DISTRICT 11C-1 GOVERNOR 

Mike Johnson (Sue) 
    141 W. Pontaluna Road  

Muskegon, MI  49444 
H:  (231) 798-2021 
C:  (616) 298-0675 

      Home Club: Fruitport  
mj1482@hotmail.com  

 _______________________________ 
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Bob Schalow (Anne)    

182 S. Bear Lake Road 
Muskegon, MI  49445 
H:  (231) 744-1310  

C:  (231)  
Home Club: Muskegon Northside 

lionbobmi@aol.com 
___________________________________ 
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Fran Osborne (Ed) 
6235 Brayton Rd 

Muir, MI 48860-9723 
H:  (989) 981-6864 
efo@cmsinter.net  

_______________________________ 
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Robert Babcock 

P. O. Box 64 
Ferrysburg, MI 49409 

rbabcock@etnasupply.com  
_______________________________ 

 
REGION 1 – Chair: Brian Werschem 
      ZONE 1: Jack Brewer 
     ZONE 2: Harvey Beute 

 
REGION 2 – Chair: Kyle Austin PDG 
      ZONE 1: Nancee DeVogel   
     ZONE 2: Percy Crothers 

 
REGION 3 – Chair: Edwin Osborne 
      ZONE 1:  
      ZONE 2: Ardist Ferris 

 
REGION 4 – Chair: Carol Ruddy 
      ZONE 1:  
      ZONE 2: Carmalita Way 

___________________________________ 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Sandy Harz 

(616) 842-1759 
rsharz@yahoo.com 
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Happy New Year and welcome to the Lion Year 2008-2009.  Starting the new year in the summer allows us to “Take 5” 
and recharge our batteries.  Our Rockford Club takes the summer off with just our annual picnic on Saturday, July 26 at 
Fred Hallstedt’s place on the Rogue River.  Our new officers will be introduced, the “Lion of the Year” announced and we 
will all feast on the pig Fred has been roasting for hours. 
 
My goal for the summer is to make sure that the Chamber of Commerce has our Lions Club flyers and includes them in 
the handouts they give to visitors, new residents and companies interested in moving to our town.  I also want to make 
sure that, where possible, our fundraisers tie in with the Chamber’s events and that their promotional advertising includes 
our story. 
 
Lastly, let’s see if we can get around to having a PR person for each of our forty seven clubs.  So far, I have identified the 
PR Person for 19 of our clubs.  Will you please give me a call at 616-874-9615 to either “reup” or tell me who will be 
doing the PR job for your club? 

 
In Lionism, 
Stan Hone 
PR Chair District 11C1 
 

*************************************************** *** 
 
Newsletter Articles & Pictures 
 
Please note that the new District Editor is Lion Sandy Harz.  If you have news and pictures about events in your club, 
please send the information to Sandy at:  rsharz@yahoo.com   Snail mail address is:  13830 Oakwood Circle, Grand 
Haven, MI  49417.  If you are attaching a picture to your e-mail, it helps if it is in a “jpeg” format.  The deadline for 
information and pictures is the 8th of each month; this way I can get the newsletter out in a timely manner.   
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at (616) 842-1759.  I’m looking forward to lots and lots of 
information about your club activities and pictures of these activities.  Please remember that an “activity in progress” 
picture is more effective than a “posed” picture. 
 

******************************************************* 

 
 

Gov. Mike & First Lady Sue in Pattaya 

 
 

First Lady Sue at a Thai Cooking School 
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CLUB NEWS (aka Gran’s Gems) 
 

Grand Haven - Held their White Cane Sales; had their installation of officers banquet; are preparing for the 
Coast Guard Festival. 
   
Grand Rapids – Held their annual meeting; several awards given including Henry Voet Meritorious Service 
Award:  Lion Jeff Kraai and Lion of the Year:  Lion Brent Spoelstra.  
 
Muskegon Host – Helped club member Lion Clara Shepherd with an “End of the School Year” event at Bunker 
School.  Held a hot dog roast for the Lions Little League team.  Congratulations to Lion Fred Bishop on 
receiving his 50 yr Chevron award.  Placed flags on Seaway Drive for Flag Day, June 14. 
 
Muskegon Northside - Had a pancake breakfast with Muskegon Host at Muskegon Summer Celebration. 
 
Ravenna -   Lion Brad Woodard was chosen as Outstanding Lion of the Year.  Will be working at Dog Daze.   
 
To:   All Clubs 
 
From:   Treasurer District 11C-1��
  
When making checks to the District projects please put 
on the Pay to the order of line:  
  
 “District 11-C-1" and then the project that it is 
intended for.  Any questions feel free to contact me. 
  
Thank you for your understanding 
  
Lion Robert Babcock 
District Treasurer 11-C-1 

DISTRICT 11C1 LIONS SUPPORT 
Campaign SightFirst II 

Polo Shirt Sale 
Includes Left Chest Lions Logo 

Right Chest name of club & member name 
$15.00 purple or gold 

 
Also available: 

$20 sweatshirt (purple or gold) 
$35 windshirt (waterproof, navy only) 

 
Order form available at: 

http://www.lionsofmi11c1.org  
   

Lion Sue Johnson is taking the orders 
H:  (231) 798-2021  

          
Muskegon Host/Muskegon Northside Pancake Breakfast at Summer Celebration 
 

                  
 
       Lions Dave Golden & Host’s Jack Brewer                   Lions Phil Margules, Mike Simerick, & Dale Ertsinger 
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We Serve In Many Ways!! 
 

This is taking “We Serve” to a higher level – during the 
Grand Haven Lions Club’s White Cane week-end, while 
working a busy corner, a car ran out of gas and two of 
the GH Lions helped push it to the gas station on the 
corner. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Grand Haven Lions Installation Banquet 

 
On June 17, the Grand Haven Lions Club held their 
installation of officers banquet; PDG Rod Prys and his wife 
Delores were guest of the club.  
 
PDG Rod is shown installing PDG Ray Harz as the incoming 
President while Lion Louis Johnson, outgoing President, 
waits to pass the gavel.   
 

 

Also presented were awards to Lion Ed Ketterer, Lion of the 
Year; and two Melvin Jones were awarded:   Lion Harvey 
Beute and CT Lion Robert Babcock.  Congratulations to these 
very deserving Lions.  
 

 
Lions Night at the Whitecaps 

 
Approximately 40-45 Lions attended the Whitecaps game on June 13, braving the rain delay of over an hour. DG Gary 
Lacy was one of the “first pitchers”. Also, PDG Rod & Richard & Phyllis Crater enjoying the game. 
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The Allegan Lions were helped in their White Cane project 
by Allegan Rainbow Lion Clown (aka – Bill Carr)  They 
collected $3,600 for their project fund. 
 
 
 
***********************************  
 
 
Muskegon Northside Lions announce their Pancake 
Breakfast Schedule for July & August: 
 
Sunday, July 20th – State Park – 8-11 a.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 3rd – State Park – 8-11 a.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 9th - N. Musk. Art Fair (Walker Park) 
                                                    8-11 a.m. 
Sunday Aug. 17th – State Park – 8-11 a.m. 
 
Come out and meet the Lions and support their fund-raising 
efforts and enjoy a delicious breakfast. 
 
 

 
GVSU Lions Club students helped the Grand 
Rapids Lions Club at their Sports Vision Clinic.  
Some of the students came from as far as Sandusky 
and Sterling Heights to help. 
 

 
 
                Serving lunch to the participants. 
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Fruitport & Muskegon Northside Lions Clubs 
Muskegon Northside and Fruitport Lions recently held their second joint club officer installations.  Approximately 100 
Lions, Lioness and guests attended.  The new officers were installed by PDG Rodney Prys. 
 

 
 
Club Presidents Allan Richter (Fruitport) and Cheryl Schneider (Muskegon N.S.) gave their appreciation to the club 
members for a good year in Lionism.  
 

                                             
 
During the festivities Lion Brian Werschem, Fruitport was awarded a Melvin Jones Fellow by his fellow club 
members 

                                                                       
 
PID Dennis Cobler and PDG John Emrich also gave special recognition to Brian Werschem for his leadership 
role in Fruitport becoming an Emerald SightFirst club.  
 

A new member was also installed into the Fruitport Lions Club 
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YOU’RE  INVITED 

To the 

DISTRICT 11 C1 

Governor’s 
Appreciation Brunch 

 
Sunday, September 14, 2008 

 2:00 p.m.  
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11741 Leonard Road 

Nunica, Michigan 
 

$16.00 per person 
 

Please submit your reservation below  
no later than August 25, 2008 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Please make a reservation for ____ people for the Appreciation Brunch on Sunday, September 
14th @ 2:00 p.m.  Enclosed is my check for $________. 
 
Mail this form and your check to: IPDG Gary Lacy 
   Please make checks payable  15029 Reid Ct. – Apt. #109 
         To District 11 C1   Grand Haven, MI       49417 
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District 11C1 Finishes Third Highest in the Nation for CSFII  
 

 


